De Laicis — Treatise on Civil Government

by Saint Robert Bellarmine

CHAPTER1

We have examined two branches of the Church — that is, the clergy and monks; it remains for us to
discuss the third — that is, the laity or seculars, and likewise to discuss those branches severed from
the Church, that is, heretics. The whole may be reduced to a discussion of political magistracy.

This entire discussion falls under six heads. Firstly, we must discuss the nature itself of political
power; secondly, its scope in affairs of state; thirdly, its scope in the matter of religion.

On the first point two questions arise: First, in regard to the duty of the magistracy to preserve the
State from the wickedness of citizens by means of laws and punishments, civil as well as criminal,
there is the question whether it is lawful for Christians to make laws, to administer justice, and to put
guilty men to death, acts which properly pertain to the magistracy. Secondly, in regard to the duty of
the magistracy to protect the State from external enemies, there is the question whether it is lawful
tfor Christians to carry on war; and to this, because of Luther, we should add a corollary, viz.,
whether it is lawful to make war against the Turks.

On the third point two other questions arise. First, whether the care of religion pertains to the
magistracy, or whether, indeed, the state can permit each man to believe as he pleases. Secondly,
whether the magistracy ought to punish those judged and condemned by the Church as heretics, in
their persons and freedom as well as in their writings, even to the extent of inflicting the death

penalty.

CHAPTER 2

One of the chief heretical tenets of the Anabaptists and of the Trinitarians of the present day is, that
it is not lawful for Christians to exercise magisterial power, nor should body-guards, tribunals,
judgments, the right of capital punishment, etc., be maintained among Christians. Ministers in
Transylvania who denied the doctrines of the Trinity, the Incarnation, and the baptism of infants,
proclaimed in 1568 at Alba Julia the differences between the true Christ and the false Christ, the
seventh of which states that the false Christ has in his church kings, princes, magistrates, and
military force, and that the true Christ can suffer no such things in His Church.

The arguments of these heretics are, or certainly can be, set forth as follows: First, those from the
Scriptures, “The kings of the earth, of whom do they receive tribute or custom? Of their own
children or of strangers? And he said, ‘Of strangers.” Jesus said to him: “Then the children are
free.”” 1 And “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; it will not be so among you.” 2 “Owe no
man anything, but to love one another.” 3 “You are bought with a price; be not made the
bondslaves of men.” 4 “One Lord.” 5 “One Lord, one Faith, one baptism, one God.” 6
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Secondly, those drawn from examples: For many of the princes abused their power and not only did
not benefit, but even harmed, the State, as is evidenced at the very creation of the world, in the case
of Cain, 7and in the case of the sons of the Princes, 8 who, taking to themselves alien wives, were
corrupted by all sorts of evil-doing, and afterward the flood came because of them. The same abuse
of power is shown in the case of Nimrod, of Pharaoh, of Nabuchodonosor, and of Saul, of
Roboam, of Jeroboam, and of others; for after the division of the kingdom not one of the kings of
Israel was a just man.

Thirdly, from considerations of the end; for magisterial power was permitted in the case of the Jews
because of the imperfection of the times, for the Jews were children, and therefore had to be ruled
by someone, as is clear from St. Paul, 9 but we are perfect men and by the infusion of sanctifying
grace at baptism we are taught all things.

Fourthly, from the point of view of efficiency, for this power is not given by God, but tyrannically
usurped by men. For who made Nimrod king? Who, Nabuchodonosor? Who, Ninus? Who,
Alexander? Who, Julius Caesar? Who, others? Hence that pirate is praised who replied to Alexander,
“I, since I go about in a small boat, am called a pirate. You, since you despoil the whole earth with a
mighty fleet, are called an emperor.” 10

Fifthly, drawn from considerations of its source; for God created men free, and bondage was
introduced by sin; therefore, since we are freed from sin by Christ, we should also be freed from
bondage. The foregoing is clear, for in Gen. L. it is not written, “You shall rule over men,” but: “You
shall rule over the fishes of the sea, etc.” Moreover, woman is not now subject to man, except by
political subjection, nevertheless, this subjection was brought about by sin, as is evident from Gen.
IIL., “Thou shalt be under the power of thy husband.” In addition, the first man to found a city and
start a political kingdom before the Flood was Cain, as Augustine shows from Gen. IV, 11 the first
to do this after the Flood was Nimrod.

Lastly, the Fathers clearly teach this: “God, having made man a rational being in His own Image,
was unwilling that he should dominate except over irrational beings, not man over man, but man
over beasts; hence those who in the beginning were just were placed over flocks rather than made
kings of men, so that God might make clear this also, namely, what the natural order of creatures
would require on the one hand, and what the deserts of sinners would demand on the other.” 12

“All men are born equal by nature, but of a varying degree of merit. Some, by a secret dispensation,
God esteems less than others; and this very diversity which is brought about by sin is rightly
ordained by the Divine Wisdom, so that, since all men do not journey through life equally, one
should be ruled by another,” 13 and he makes similar statements in his pastoral letters. 14

Not only all Catholics, and especially Blessed Thomas, 15 and all the Philosophers, abominate this
heresy, but even Philip Melanchthon, in divers places in the chapter concerning the secular power,
and John Calvin, 16 most bitterly and forcefully oppose it, and even Luther himself in his Visitation
of Saxony, although the Anabaptists took advantage of his own words in his Babylonian

Captivity. 17

We refute this heresy by means of five arguments, for that is the number of our adversaries’
fundamental principles. Firstly, from the Scriptures. Secondly, from the examples of the saints.
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Thirdly, from purpose or necessity. Fourthly, from considerations of the efficient cause. Fifthly,
from considerations of the source of secular power.

CHAPTER 3

As to the first point, the Sacred Books of the Old Testament are replete with proofs. In Exod.
XXII the judges of the people are called gods by God Himself, as indeed we find in Ps. 81, “God
hath stood in the congregation of gods: and being in the midst of them He judgeth gods.” The
reason for this designation Josaphat explains when he states that the judges exercise the authority of
God, not of men; that is, they judge in place of God. 18 And in like manner Moses admonishes the
judges of the people to judge justly, 19 since judgment is of God; and Christ says, “If he called them
gods, to whom the word of God was spoken . . .. whom the Father hath sanctified and sent into the
wortld, etc.” 20 Here Christ means, “If God calls the princes gods, since to them the Divine
command is given to judge in His place, why not the more so, etc.” for it is not correct to say, as
some do, that all those to whom God has spoken were called gods; if, therefore, the princes are
called gods since they take His place, the authority of princes cannot be questioned unless the
authority of God is likewise questioned.

Moreover, Moses lays down the laws for the future King, 21 and in the Book of Judges, last chapter,
last verse, the Holy Spirit, wishing to assign the cause of all the evils which happened at that time,
says: “In those days there was no king in Israel, but every one did that which seemed right to
himself.” In the same Book of Judges and here and there in the Book of Kings, we find God
arousing the judges of Israel, or the princes, through whom He might liberate the people. “Through
Me kings rule.” 22

The Anabaptists reply that rulers were allowed to the Jews on account of their imperfection, but
under the New Testament the dispensation is different.

But the contrary is true, for in the beginning the Prophets predicted that all the kings of the earth
would serve Christ and the Church, which could not come to pass unless there were kings in the
Church. “And now, O ye kings, understand; receive instruction, you that judge the earth; embrace
discipline,” 23according to the Hebrew Naschechubar, embrace ye the Son, whom in the same
Psalm the Scriptures call the Messias. Likewise, “All the kings of the earth shall adore Him, all the
nations shall serve Him.” 24*“The nations shall walk in Thy light and kings in the splendor of Thy
rising.” 25 And, “Kings shall be Thy nursing fathers and queens Thy nurses: they shall worship Thee
with their faces towards the earth and they shall kick up the dust of Thy feet.” 26 We have certainly
seen this fulfilled in the cases of Constantine, Theodosius, Charlemagne, and others who venerated
the tombs of the Apostles and Martyrs, and endowed and protected churches.

Moreover, Christ, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, said, among other things: “Render to Caesar
the things which are Caesar’s.” 27 St. Paul commands that, “Every soul be subject to higher powers:
for there is no power but from God, etc.” 28 And in the same place he repeats three times that the
secular princes, to whom tribute is paid, are the ministers of God. Indeed, Irenacus makes use of
this very passage. 29 Likewise, the Apostle expressly orders the people to pray for

kings. 30 Tertullian makes use of this passage in his Apologetics, 31 because the pagans falsely
accused the Christians of being unwilling to obey the magistrates; but, certainly, if the Gospel did
not allow secular power, it would be necessary to pray for the destruction of kings and princes. But
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we read, “Admonish them to be subject to princes and powers,” 32 and “Fear God, honor the
king.” 33

But they answer that from these evidences is proved that we ought to obey the pagan king, but not
that it is lawful for Christians to hold sway over kingdoms, and to wield the power of magistracy. To
which we answer, first, that it is not surprising that in the New Testament but little mention is made
of magistrates, for Christ did not come to establish a temporal kingdom, but a spiritual and heavenly
kingdom; and in like manner the Apostles were occupied with proclaiming and spreading the
spiritual kingdom, and left the political kingdom as it was before.

Besides this we add: Granted that the Sacred Writings of the New Testament do not expressly
approve magistracy in the Church, nevertheless it is evidently to be gathered from the proofs offered
above; for it is lawful for Christians to be subject to a pagan king, why not rather to a Christian king?
And if it is lawful for Christians to be subject, why is it not lawful for them to rule, since to be
subject seems to be more opposed to Evangelical liberty than to rule?

Finally, if subjection or civil rule is opposed to Christian liberty, Ecclesiastical subjection or rule is
more opposed to it, since Christian liberty pertains more to a Christian as a member of the Church
than as a member of civil society. But Ecclesiastical rule or subjection is not opposed to Christian
liberty, as is evident from the texts, “Who, thinkest thou, is a faithful and wise servant, whom his
lord hath appointed over his family?”” 34 and “he that ruleth, with carefulness,” 35 and “Obey your
prelates.” 36 Therefore, political government or subjection is not opposed to Christian liberty. And
this solves the first objection.

In answer to the first Scriptural objection, therefore, we ought to say that in the passage adduced
Christ spoke only of Himself, and most properly proved that, since He was the Son of God, the
supreme King, He was not obliged to pay tribute to any prince; but in another place He ordered that
the tribute money be paid to Caesar, 37 and St. Paul says, 38 “Tribute to whom tribute is due.” For
although Christ, speaking of Himself, very properly said, “Then the children are free,” we may
rightly deduce from this that ecclesiastics should be free from the necessity of paying tribute, since
the son of the king is free in such wise that because of him his household is equally free, as we
explained previously in the book on the clergy. 39

In explanation of the second objection: Christ instituted the ecclesiastical magistracy and
distinguished it from political magistracy as well as from the corrupt political magistracy, with which
pomp, pride, and haughtiness are usually allied. If, indeed, we are to understand that this latter is
forbidden to Christians, we speak wisely, for there the kingdom as an institution is not censured, but
the manner of ruling.

In explanation of the third objection: St. Paul does not mean that you are not permitted to be bound
by any law, but that you should quickly pay all debts; for he had previously said, 40 “Render to all
men their dues. Tribute to whom tribute is due, etc.” And since the debt of love can never be thus
paid, but we are always bound to love, he says, therefore, “Owe no man anything, but to love one
another.” 41

In explanation of the fourth objection, I say that to become the slave of man, in that place signifies
to serve man merely for the sake of man; for besides, in another place in the same Epistle, St. Paul
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exhorts the slaves, even if they could become free, rather to choose servitude, and he says, “Serve
one another.” 42

In explanation of the last objection, I say that there the word “Lord” is to be taken in the proper
sense, in which it applies to God only, and for this reason kings and princes are not forbidden, since
they are not rightfully lords, but servants of God, Who alone is true Lord, for there is no higher title;
for the true Lord has two attributes which are proper to no creature. One is, that He can use as He
pleases that creature whose Lord He is, and He can increase, diminish, change, annihilate it, etc. The
other attribute is that He is subservient to no one, that is, that He stands in need of nothing, but
suffices to Himself for all things, as Augustine correctly states, and quotes, 43 “I said to the Lord,
Thou art my God, for Thou hast no need of my goods.” For in the Hebrew it is, “I said to the Lord,
my Lord, ........... ” And hence this is the meaning which translators of the Septuagint give
everywhere; the name proper to God ........... , they translate by , and St. Jerome by Lord. Hence
even Augustus, as Tertullian mentions, 44 never allowed himself to be called lord, because he knew
that this title is fitting for God alone, and, on the other hand, Domitian is criticized by Suetonius for
his unbelievable arrogance, because he willingly listened in the Amphitheatre to the salutation:
“Good fortune to our lord and lady,” and because he ordered to be written of himself, “Thus hath
our Lord and God ordered it to be done.”

CHAPTER 4

The second argument is derived from examples; for if authority were evil, never would good men
have exercised it; but we have in the Scriptures many examples of holy princes, as Melchisedech, the
King of Salem, the Patriarch Joseph, who ruled most beneficently over all Egypt, Moses, Josue,
almost all the Judges, David, Solomon, Ezechias, Josaphat, Josias, Daniel, Mardochai, Nehemias, the
Maccabees, and othets.

In the New Testament we see 45 that a ruler believed in Christ, nevertheless he was not ordered to
renounce his authority; and in like manner, 46 the pro-consul converted by St. Paul did not therefore
lay aside his jurisdiction. Next, we see that Philip was acknowledged Emperor by St. Fabian, Pope
and Martyr, and by the whole Church, nor was he commanded to lay aside his authority, as may be
learned in the history of Eusebius. 47

Moreover, the reason why a greater abundance of examples is not found in the New Testament is
because God willed His Church to begin from poor and humble men, 48 in order that the growth of
the Church might not be considered the work of man, as might have happened had it grown by the
favor of princes. Nay, on the contrary, God willed that for the first three hundred years the Church
should be attacked by the Emperors of the whole world with all their powers, that by this very thing
He might show that the Church was His work, and could accomplish more by suffering than they
(the Emperors) could accomplish by inflicting torture.

Hence St. Augustine says 49 that God willed that in the first age of the Church should be fulfilled
that passage, 50 “The kings of the earth stood up, etc.” Then He willed that in the following age
should be fulfilled that passage, “And now, ye kings, understand,” 51 as we see truly fulfilled in
Constantine and his successors; inasmuch as we see Constantine Divinely instructed and called by
God by a wonderful miracle, as Eusebius relates. 52 But if rulership were evil, why did Christ
Himself call Constantine into the Church? Note in passing a discrepancy in this story. For in the
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Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius, translated by Ruffinus, 53 it is related that Constantine, while
sleeping, saw the sign of the Cross in the sky, and then angels said to him, “Conquer in this sign.”
But Eusebius relates 54 that while on a journey Constantine, with his bodily eyes, saw above the sun
the sign of the Cross with this inscription, “Conquer in this sign,” and the same sign was seen by his
whole army. The following night Christ appeared to him and explained the mystery. And he
(Eusebius) heard all these things directly from Constantine himself. And it is most likely that what is
related in the History was added by Ruffinus.

Many other examples could be added of Justinian, Gratian, Theodosius, father and son,
Charlemagne, Louis the Pious, Otho 1., St. Henry the Emperor, St. Louis, King of France, and many
others who, whether in Britain, or in Hungary, or in Bohemia, or in other places, reigned most
holily.

In answer to the contrary argument, I say: Firstly, it is false to state that most rulers are evil, for here
we are not speaking of royalty in particular, but of political power in general; such a prince was
Abraham, and others; if, therefore, there were wicked rulers, Cain, Nimrod, Ninus, Pharaoh, Saul,
Jeroboam, and other Kings of Israel, so, on the other hand, there were good rulers, Adam, Noe,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Josue, almost all the Judges, and many kings of Juda.

Secondly, I say that the examples of evil rulers do not prove that authority is evil, for evil men
frequently abuse good things, but the examples of good rulers rightly prove that authority is good,
since good men do not make use of evil things. Besides, even evil rulers often do more good than
harm, as is evident in the cases of Saul, of Solomon, and of others. Finally, it is better for a State to
have an evil ruler than none at all, for where there is no ruler the State cannot long endure, as
Solomon says, 55 “Where there is no governor, the people shall fall,” and where there is a ruler,
though he be evil, the unity of the nation is preserved. 56

Thirdly, I say that the fact that not one of the Kings of Israel was good pertains to the wonderful
Providence of God, for God willed to permit this, since that revolt of the Israelites against the tribe
of Juda signifies the breaking away of heretics from the Church, as Eucherius teaches. 57 For just as
among Catholics there are good and bad, but among heretics no one can be good, so also among the
Kings of Juda there were many good, also many bad. But among the Kings of Israel not a single
good man was found.

CHAPTER 5

The third reason is deduced from the final cause. Political rule is so natural and necessary to the
human race that it cannot be withdrawn without destroying nature itself; for the nature of man is
such that he is a social animal; for indeed brutes are so endowed by nature that each is sufficient to
himself, but man needs so many things that he can in no way live alone. For brutes are born clothed
and armed, and they have an instinct so determined toward all those things which are beneficial for
them that by nature, without any teacher, they know at once how to build nests, to seek for food,
and even to make medicine for themselves; but man is born without clothing, without a home,
without food, lacking all necessities, and although he has hands, and reason, by which he can
prepare all instruments, nevertheless each one needs a long time to develop, and so long that it is
impossible for one man to be sufficient to himself for all necessities, especially since we are born
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unskilled, and the arts are learned rather by instruction than by experience; therefore it is necessary
that we should live in society, and that one should aid the other.

Besides, even were each one sufficient to himself for the necessities of life, yet he would never,
unaided, be able to protect himself from the attacks of wild beasts and robbers, but for this purpose
it is necessary for men to assemble and to ward off attacks with their combined strength. And
granted that one man might prevail against an enemy, yet he would always remain ignorant, and
destitute of wisdom and of justice and of many other virtues, although, indeed, we born for this very
purpose, expressly to cultivate our mind and our will, for the arts and sciences were developed after
a long time and by many men, and without a teacher they cannot be learned; it is impossible,
moreover, to exercise justice except in society, since it is the virtue determining equity among many.

Finally, if man should live solitary, to what purpose has the gift of speech and of hearing, that is, of
cleatly perceiving words, been bestowed upon him? And so Aristotle rightly declares, 58 that man is
by nature a civil animal, more so than the bees and the cranes, and any beast whatever, and whoever
lives in solitude is either a beast or a god, that is, either less or more than man; nor does this
statement militate against our hermits.

For those who lived in complete solitude, as Paul, the first hermit, Mary Magdalen, Mary of Egypt,
and others, if there be any, can be said to have been something more than man, not by nature, but
by grace; for they were miraculously fed by God, as is known; others, moreover, even if they lived in
solitude, nevertheless frequently met together, and were subject to their Abbots, as we have shown
in the treatise on the Monks.

Now, truly, if human nature needs social life, certainly it also needs a rule and a ruler, for it is
impossible for a multitude to hold together for any length of time unless there be one who governs
it, and who is responsible for the common welfare; just as, if there were not in each one of us a soul
to govern and unite the parts and powers and conflicting elements of which we are made,
immediately all would disintegrate. Hence it is written, 59 “Where there is no governor, the people
shall fall.” Finally, society is order among many, for a disorderly and scattered multitude is not called
society; moreover, what is order other than a certain succession of inferiors and superiors?
Therefore, rulers have been necessarily ordained, if society is to endure.

By this reasoning the third argument of the Anabaptists is answered, for they adopt a false position
when they say that political rule was permitted to the Jews on account of their imperfection, but that
it is not fitting for us, since baptism teaches us all things; for baptism teaches us, first of all, that it is
necessary to have a ruler; nor does it suffice to know all things, but we must also make and prepare
many things, which we cannot do without the help of others.

And, besides, from this very fact may be inferred that the statement is false which Cicero makes,
namely, that there was formerly a time when men wandered about in the manner of beasts, then,
through the eloquence of some wise orator, they were induced to assemble, and to live

together. 60 Indeed, whoever undertakes the praise of eloquence usually makes this statement even
now. But that state of affairs never existed, nor could it have existed at any time. For Adam was a
very wise man, and without doubt did not allow men to wander about like beasts, and Cain, his son
even built a material city; before Cain and Adam, man did not exist.

o
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But it is no wonder that Cicero and other pagans say such things, for the pagans, since they thought
that the world existed from all eternity, and since they saw, on the other hand, that all the arts were
of recent date, and knowledge of them had existed for only a few years, supposed, for this reason,
that for a very long time men had lived like animals, and the recollection of the things which they
had done commenced at the time when they began to live like men; but it is certainly hard to
understand how Christians, who have learned from the Revelation of God that six thousand years
ago the world had not yet been created, and that the first men immediately built cities, dare to say
that for a long time men lived like beasts, without a ruler and without cities.

CHAPTER6

The fourth argument is taken from the efficient cause. For it is certain that political power is of
God, from Whom proceeds nothing that is not good and lawful. St. Augustine proves this. 61 For
the Wisdom of God proclaims, “By Me kings reign.” 62 And below, “By Me princes rule.” 63 And,
“The God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, and strength, etc.” 64 And, “Thy dwelling shall be
with cattle and with wild beasts, and thou shalt eat grass as an ox, and shalt be wet with the dew of
heaven; and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth over the
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will.” 65

But in this place other matters should be noted. First, political power considered in general, not
descending in particular to Monarchy, Aristocracy, or Democracy, comes directly from God alone;
for this follows of necessity from the nature of man, since that nature comes from Him Who made
it; besides, this power derives from the natural law, since it does not depend upon the consent of
men; for, willing or unwilling, they must be ruled over by some one, unless they wish the human
race to perish, which is against a primary instinct of nature. But natural law is Divine law, therefore,
government was instituted by Divine law, and this seems to be the correct meaning of St. Paul when
he says, “He that resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God.” 66

Note, secondly, that this power resides, as in its subject, immediately in the whole state, for this
power is by Divine law, but Divine law gives this power to no particular man, therefore Divine law
gives this power to the collected body. Furthermore, in the absence of positive law, there is no good
reason why, in a multitude of equals, one rather than another should dominate. Therefore, power
belongs to the collected body. Finally, human society ought to be a perfect State, therefore, it should
have the power to preserve itself, hence, to punish disturbers of the peace, etc.

Note, in the third place, that, by the same natural law, this power is delegated by the multitude to
one or several, for the State cannot of itself exercise this power, therefore, it is held to delegate it to
some individual, or to several, and this authority of rulers considered thus in general is both by
natural law and by Divine law, nor could the entire human race assembled together decree the
opposite, that is, that there should be neither rulers nor leaders.

Note, in the fourth place, that individual forms of government in specific instances derive from the
law of nations, not from the natural law, for, as is evident, it depends on the consent of the people
to decide whether kings, or consuls, or other magistrates are to be established in authority over
them; and, if there be legitimate cause, the people can change a kingdom into an aristocracy, or an
aristocracy into a democracy, and vice versa, as we read was done in Rome.
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Note, in the fifth place, that it follows from what has been said that this power in specific instances
comes indeed from God, but through the medium of human wisdom and choice, as do all other
things which pertain to the law of nations. For the law of nations is a sort of conclusion drawn from
the natural law by human reason; 67 from which are inferred two differences between the political
and the Ecclesiastical power, one in view of the subject, for political power resides in the people,
and Ecclesiastical power in the individual, as it were immediately in the subject (on whom it
devolves); the other difference is in view of the efficient cause, because political power considered in
general is by Divine law, but considered in particular it is by the law of nations. Ecclesiastical power,
however, considered from every point of view, is by Divine law, and immediately from God.

On the basis of these proofs, in answer to the fourth argument of the Anabaptists, I maintain that
by their argument they prove their point only in respect to particular forms of government, not to
political power in general; but we wish in this place to establish the principle of political power in

general, not any particular form of government.

I add, secondly, that very often governments are both just and unjust, of God, and not of God; for,
on the part of those who hold and usurp authority, governments are thievish and unjust, hence not
from God; yet, on the part of Divine Providence, which makes use of the evil intent of men and
directs it either to the punishment of sin or to some other good end, or to the reward of good deeds,
governments are just and lawful. For God, by an admirable decree of His Providence, sometimes
deprives some of power and bestows it upon others in such wise that he who falls from power over
the kingdom falls justly; and God Himself, in His own time, will inflict most just punishments for
that invasion.

For God gave the possession of Palestine to the sons of Israel for a far different reason from that
for which He afterwards gave it to Salmanasar or Nabuchodonosor, inasmuch as the sons of Israel,
under the leadership of Josue, fought with praiseworthy obedience against the people of Palestine,
and when many of these latter had been slain in battle, appropriated their lands, whereas Salmanasar
and Nabuchodonosor, by a most wicked sacrilege, led into captivity the people of God; for in this
they sought to follow not the Divine command, but their own wicked desire, yet even though they
were ignorant of it, God made use of them for that end which, most justly, He willed to be attained.

St. Augustine 68 and Hugh of St. Victor 69 explain this matter accurately, nor is the testimony of the
Scriptures wanting. For in Isaias we read as follows: ““The Assyrian is the rod and the staff of My
anger, and My indignation is in their hands. I will send him to a deceitful nation, and I will give him
a charge against the people of My wrath, to take away the spoils, and to lay hold on the prey, and to
tread them down like the mire of the streets. But he shall not take it so, and his heart shall not think
s0.” 70 In this place God speaks of Salmanasar and Sennacherib, who with evil intent seized the
lands of Israel, yet God, without their knowledge, made use of their deeds to punish the Israelites.

Thus Isaias, “Thus saith the Lord to my anointed Cyrus, whose right hand I have taken hold of, to
subdue nations before his face, and to turn the backs of kings, and to open the doors before him,
and the gates shall not be shut. I will go before thee, and will humble the great ones of the earth: I
will break in pieces the gates of brass, and will burst the bars of iron. And I will give thee hidden
treasures, and the concealed riches of secret places: that thou mayest know that I am the Lord Who
call thee by thy name, the God of Israel. For the sake of My servant Jacob, and Israel My elect, 1
have even called thee by thy name: I have made a likeness of thee, and thou hast not known Me.” 71
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From this passage it appears that Cyrus had obtained a kingdom for himself through his desire for
domination, and not for the sake of God’s service; and yet God aided him, and gave him the
kingdom he was seeking, that He Himself might liberate the people of Israel from the Babylonian
Captivity.

Jeremias, “I have given all these lands into the hand of Nabuchodonosor, king of Babylon, My
servant; moreovet, also the beasts of the field I have given him to serve him. And all nations shall
serve him, and his son, and his son’s son: till the time come for his land and himself: and many
nations and great kings shall serve him. But the nation and the kingdom that will not serve
Nabuchodonosor the king Babylon, and whosoever will not bend his neck under the yoke of the
king of Babylon: I will visit upon that nation with the sword, and with famine, and with pestilence,
saith the Lord.” 72 And yet who doubts that Nabuchodonosor subdued so many kingdoms with bad

intent?

Ezechiel also says, “Nabuchodonosor, king of Babylon, hath made his army to undergo hard service
against Tyre. . . . and there hath been no reward given him, or his army for Tyre, for the service that
he rendered Me against it.” 73 And below, “I have given him the land of Egypt, because he hath
labored for Me, saith the Lord God.” 74

In like manner the Romans sought empire not for the sake of God, but through a desire for worldly
glory, as St. Augustine shows at great length in the City of God. 75 Yet God gave them supreme
rule, not only that He might reward them for their good works in the moral order, as St. Augustine
likewise shows in the City of God, 76 but also that through the union of all the nations under one
government the way might be prepared for the preaching of the Gospel, as St. Leo says in his first
sermon for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul.

Add, moreover, that even if at the beginning those who founded kingdoms were usurpers for the
most part, yet, by the passing of time, either they or their successors became lawful rulers of these
kingdoms, since the people gradually gave their consent. In this way the kingdom of France is now
lawful, in the opinion of all, though in the beginning the Franks unjustly occupied Gaul. And the
same may be said of the kingdom of Spain, which began with the invasion of the Goths; of the
kingdom of England, which began with the unjust occupation of the Anglo-Saxons; and of this very
Roman Empire, which was founded by Julius Caesar, the oppressor of his country; which,
nevertheless, afterward became lawful to such a degree that Our Lord said, “Render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, etc.” 77

CHAPTER 7

The fifth argument is taken from the origin of secular power. For even if servile subjection began
after the sin of Adam, nevertheless there would have been political government even while man was
in the state of innocence. And this is proved, firstly, because even then man would have been by
nature a political and social animal, and hence would have had need of a ruler.

Secondly, from creation itself; because for that reason God made woman from man, and did not

create many men at the same time, but only one, from whom all others were to be born; so that He
might show the order and supremacy which He wished to exist among men, as St. Chrysostom
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observes.78 Thirdly, since in that state of innocence there would have been inequality of the sexes,
of height, of strength, of wisdom, and of virtue, therefore, both supremacy and subjection; for in
human society there should be order. But right order demands that the inferior be ruled over by the
superior, the woman by the man, the younger by the older, the less wise by the more wise, the less
good by the better; moreover, the fact that these diversities would have existed even then may be
shown in this way.

In that state there would have been generation, as is clear from “Increase and multiply,” 79 therefore
there was a difference of sexes, which necessarily precedes generation, and a difference of age, which
necessarily follows upon generation, and a difference of wisdom and of virtue, which follows upon
difference of age; for men would not have been born perfect in that state, but would have had to
learn and to make progress gradually. All, indeed, would have been born in the grace of God, and
with greater intellectual power than now, as St. Augustine shows, 80 but without doubt they would
not have been as perfect as adults; and among those very adults, by reason of free will, some could
have been more, some less, earnest in applying themselves to learning.

Finally, variety in natural endowments arises from the variety of bodies; and there would have
existed at that time bodies differing in size, in shape, in strength, and the like, as is evident, since
those bodies were not exempt from the laws of nature, and had need of food, of air to breathe, and
of water. Therefore, even at that period, there would have been diversity of mental powers. 81

Fourthly, there is leadership and obedience among the angels; why, then, would there not have been
the same among men in the state of innocence? Certainly Beelzebub is called the prince of

devils. 82 He certainly did not acquire his leadership by sinning, but retained that which he had
formerly held among those angels who followed him, and it is written, “Michael and his

angels.” 83 Finally, Dionysius 84 says that the first choir of angels was supreme, and commanded
the second, and the second commanded the third; and St. Gregory says 85 that the names of
Principalities and Dominations among the angels cleatly mean that some were superior to others.

From these proofs the fifth argument may be stated thus: The liberty in which we were created does
not conflict with political subjection, but with despotic, that is, with true and real slavery; but
political subjection differs from servile, because one who is subject as a slave exists and works for
another as his end; he who is subject politically exists and works for his own advantage. A slave is
governed not in view of what is to his own advantage, but of what is to the advantage of his master;
a citizen is governed in view of what is to his own advantage, not of what is to the advantage of the
magistrates, just as, on the other hand, a political ruler, while he is governing the people, seeks not
his own advantage, but that of the people. But a tyrannous lord seeks his own advantage, not that of
the people, as Aristotle teaches. 86 And so, truly, if there is any slavery in political government, he
who commands should more rightfully be called a slave than he who is subject, as St. Augustine
teaches. 87 And this is the literal meaning of that saying of Our Lord, “He that will be first among
you, shall be your servant;” 88 indeed, the bishops call themselves the servants of their people, and
the Pope calls himself the servant of the servants of God.

In explanation of the first quotation, from Gen. 1., I say that there it is a question of despotic rule;

for thus should man dominate over the fishes of the sea, and the birds of the air, and other living
beings of the animal world.
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In explanation of the second quotation I say that woman was as much the partner and subject of
man before original sin as after, his partner in generation, his subject in government. Moreover, that
quotation, “Thou shalt be under the power of thy husband,” does not signify any and every kind of
subjection, but that unwilling subjection in sadness and in fear, such as many married women
experience. Thus St. Augustine teaches, “For,” says he, “we should not believe that before original
sin woman was created only to be dominated over by man, and that she might apply herself to
serving him, but this state of service may rightly be held to have meant one of condition rather than
of choice.” 89

In explanation of the third quotation I admit that Cain was the first who built a material city, but it
does not follow from this that political rule began there; for even without a material city there can be
a State and government, nor can it be denied that Adam’s sons and grandsons were subject to him.

In explanation of the fourth quotation I say that St. Augustine is speaking of slavery propetly so-
called, as is clear from the whole chapter, where, among other things, he says, “The condition of
slavery is understood to have been justly imposed on the sinner, etc.” Nor is this contrary to what
St. Augustine says in the same place, that the first just men were made shepherds of flocks rather
than kings of men, so that God might make clear this also, namely, what the natural order of
creatures would require on the one hand, and what the deserts of sinners would demand on the
other. For in this place he considers the abuse of the name of king, which is sometimes taken to
mean despotic government. For St. Augustine says, “A king is called such because he guides and
advises, not because he rules and dominates,” 90 and in this way Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob could
have been called kings; yet, since haughty man thinks that a king should derive his title from rule and
domination, for this reason Our Lord says, ““The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them;” 91 and for
the same reason the first just men were called shepherds of flocks rather than kings of men.

In explanation of the fifth quotation I say that St. Gregory is not speaking of political power as such,
but of secular power accompanied by fear, and sadness, and anxiety, etc., which were brought in by
sin. And when he says, “All men are equal by nature, but are made unequal by sin, and therefore one
should be ruled over by another,” he does not mean that men by nature are equal in wisdom or in
grace, but equal in essence and in human form, from which equality he rightly infers that one should
not be dominated over by another, as man dominates over the beasts, but only that one should be
ruled over politically by another. Hence, in the same place he adds: “For it is against nature to act
proudly or to wish to be feared by one’s equals; for, truly, by sin sinners are made like to beasts; and
they fall from that integrity of nature in which they were created, therefore St. Gregory says in the
same place that after the first sin one man rightly began to dominate over another with threats and
punishments inspiring terror, which would not have been the case in the state of original justice.

CHAPTER 8

The thesis that we have proposed in the second place, namely, that government can exist among the
wicked, can easily be proved. But first there comes up for discussion the error of Amarcanus, who
teaches 92 that the chief title of the ruler to his authority is the grace of God, or justice and charity;
moreover, all other titles are based upon this, and he who lacks the virtue of justice and the grace of
God has no true dominion. At the very same time, John Wyclif taught the same error, which
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Thomas Waldensius ably refutes, 93 and a little later John Huss brought up the same error, as is
clear from Session 15 of the Council of Constance.

The arguments of these men were three in number. First, from the Scriptures, “They have reigned,
but not by Me: they have been princes, and I knew not: of their silver and their gold they have made
idols to themselves, that they might perish.” 94 Here God condemns the rule of wicked princes and
says that He did not grant it to them, and He gives as the reason that they made idols for
themselves.

Their second argument is from the text, “A kingdom is translated from one people to another,
because of injustices.” 95

Their third argument is from reason, since, as they say, there is no authority to rule, except from
God, but God would by no means confer this authority on wicked men, not only because they are
His enemies, but also because He would thus seem to approve abuse of power; for all wicked men
abuse power.

This error is easily refuted. First, from the Scriptures, “Power is given you by the Lord . . .. and
being ministers of His kingdom, you have not judged rightly, etc.” 96 “Thus saith the Lord to my
anointed Cyrus, etc.” 97 God says, “I have given all those lands into the hand of Nabuchodonosor,
king of Babylon, etc.” 98 And “Thou art a king of kings: and the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom and strength, and power, and glory, etc.” 99 And, the Apostles Peter 100 and

Paul 101 teach that the authority of rulers is from God and they must be obeyed, and this even
though at that time there were none but infidel kings.

Secondly, from the Council of Constance, 102 where this error is condemned by the Church.

Thirdly,, from St. Augustine, who says, “Since this is the case, let us not attribute the giving of a
kingdom and the power to rule except to the true God, who gives happiness in the kingdom of
heaven only to the good, but the kingdom of earth both to the good and bad, as is pleasing to Him
to Whom nothing unjust is pleasing.” 103 And below, “He Who gave dominion to Marius, gave it
also to Caesar, He Who gave it to Augustus, gave it also to Nero, He Who gave it to Vespasian,
father or son, most benign emperors, gave it also to the most cruel Domitian; and that it may not be
necessary to recount every instance, He Who gave it to Constantine the Christian gave it also to
Julian the Apostate.”

In the fourth place, we may refute this argument from reason. For the foundation of secular power
is not grace, but nature; for man, since he is made in the image of God, and hence endowed with
intellect and the use of reason, dominates, therefore, over the lower orders of creation, as may be
concluded from Gen. I. But human nature remains in infidels, though grace is wanting, and
therefore they may possess true temporal power.

In regard to this, since grace and justice are most secret, and no one is certain, in regard to himself
or to another, whether he be truly in the state of grace or not, then, if grace were the only title to
powet, it would follow that no claim to such power would be certain. From this would arise
incredible confusion and disturbance among men. And, in fact, none of their arguments lead to
anything.
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In explanation of the first text I say that by these words wicked kings were not condemned by God,
but what is condemned is the fact that the Jews wished to have a king, when their king was God.
For, as St. Jerome states, Osee explains 104 the reasons why the people of Israel were given into
captivity, and he says that one reason is that they wished to have a king, another, that they made
idols for themselves.

Moreover, the fact that they sinned gravely in wishing to have a king is evident from 1

Kings, 105 where, after Saul had been raised to the throne, Samuel speaks to the people: “Now then
stand, and see this great thing which the Lord will do in your sight. Is it not wheat harvest today? 1
will call upon the Lord and He will send thunder and rain: and you shall know and shall see that you
yourselves have done a great evil in the sight of the Lord, in desiring a king over you.”

In explanation of the second text, I say that political power is transferred from nation to nation on
account of injustice, because God, on account of the sins of kings, often gives the victory to their
enemies, but the right to rule is not lost by the mere fact of their having sinned.

In explanation of the third text, I say that it befits the mercy of God to do good even to his enemies,
as we read in the Gospel, “Who maketh His sun to rise upon the good, and bad, and raineth upon
the just and the unjust.” 106 And He does not therefore approve the abuse. For He does not bestow
kingdoms upon wicked men that they may abuse power, but either in order that, attracted by His
goodness, they may be converted from their sins, as St. Jerome interprets Isaias, “Thus saith the
Lord to my anointed Cyrus, . . .. I will go before thee, and will humble the great ones of the earth: I
will break in pieces the gates of brass, and will burst the bars of iron. And I will give thee hidden
treasures, and the concealed riches of secret places; that thou mayest know that I am the Lord,

etc.,” 107 or in order that He may reward some of their good deeds, as St. Augustine teaches, 108 or,
finally, because now and then the sins of the people deserved it, as the same St. Augustine

teaches, 109 interpreting Job, “Who maketh a man that is a hypocrite to reign for the sins of the
people.” 110 But the same St. Augustine says 111 that among infidels there can be no justice, nor
laws, nor a true nation, or State, etc., but he calls that true justice and true law which leads to eternal
life. 112

CHAPTER9

The third question follows: Is it lawful for a Christian magistrate to make laws, to give judgment,
and to punish the wicked? Two errors must now be refuted. The first is that of the Waldensians
and the Anabaptists, who deny all these points. They argue that obligation to obey laws destroys
Christian liberty, and that judgments are forbidden in, “If a man will contend with thee in
judgment, and take away thy coat, let go thy cloak also unto him,” 113 and, “Already indeed
there is plainly a fault among you, that you have lawsuits one with another. Why do you not
rather take wrong? Why do you not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?” 114 Finally,
capital punishment seems to be forbidden to Christians in, “It hath been said: An eye for an eye,
and a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you not to resist evil.” 115 Moreover, it is evident that under
the old law the infliction of the poena talionis was permitted only to magistrates, therefore,
Christ forbids this very thing, and He also says, “All those who take the sword shall perish with
the sword.” 116
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The second error is that of Calvin, who, although he reproves against the Anabaptists that there
should be in the Church civil laws, judgments, and military power, 117 nevertheless states that
civil laws are not binding in conscience; 118 which had been taught before him by Jean
Gerson 119 and Almain. 120 These are their reasons:

First, because political power is temporal, it has, therefore, nothing to do with conscience.
Second, because the end of civil laws is external peace. Third, because the ruler does not judge
interior things. Fourth, because the ruler cannot inflict a spiritual penalty, he cannot therefore
impose the obligation.

Fifth, because a ruler cannot absolve, therefore he cannot bind. Sixth, because the same sin
would be punished twice, once here, and once in the next world. Seventh, because most rulers do
not intend to bind under pain of sin. Eighth, because we ought rather to break a most important
civil law than a most unimportant Divine law, as that of not deceiving where it would affect the
common good; but this latter obliges only under pain of venial sin, therefore the former does not
oblige at all; for if it obliged under pain of sin, especially of mortal sin, it would be our duty to
avoid mortal sin rather than venial.

CHAPTER 10

First proposition: Now against these errors this will be our first thesis: It is lawful for a Christian
ruler to make laws. It is proved; for the primary duty of a ruler is to make laws, according to the
words, “By Me kings reign, and law-givers decree just things.” 121 And, “The Lord is our King, the
Lord is our Law-giver.” 122 For the duty of a king is to give orders, and to direct affairs by
commanding. Besides, law itself is command and rule, therefore, if Christians can be rulers, they can
certainly make laws, and this is confirmed by St. Augustine: “The heavenly city,” says he, “leads, as it
were, a captive life of exile while on earth, and having accepted the promise of redemption and the
spiritual gift as a pledge, does not hesitate to obey the laws of the earthly city, by which those things
are carried on which are necessary for sustaining earthly life.” 123 And below, “Therefore, this
heavenly city, while it wanders in exile on earth, calls its citizens from all nations, and summons its
wandering band in every tongue, not caring how those by whom the earthly peace is established and
maintained differ in customs, laws and institutions, not annulling or destroying any, but preserving
and following them.”

Secondly, our thesis is proved by the necessity of civil laws, for Christians, by the mere fact that they
are Christians, do not cease to be men and citizens, and hence members of a temporal State,
therefore they should have for their human acts some rule by which they may be guided in their
business relations and customary intercourse with other men; moreover, the natural law is not
sufficient, for it gives only general principles, and does not come down to particular cases; even the
law of the Church is not sufficient, since it is concerned only with Divine and heavenly things, as is
known, while the Divine political law of the Old Testament has now been abrogated, since it was
suitable only for that one people, the Jews, and for their condition; therefore, some other human
rule is necessary, the will, surely, of the ruler, or some law drawn up by the authority of the ruler.
And although the will of the ruler suffices to some degree when the ruler is wise and the nation is
small, yet it is absolutely necessary that the nation, if it is to be ruled rightly, must be ruled by laws,
not merely by the will of the ruler. It is clear that in the meantime the will of the ruler suffices, since
kingdoms are older than laws. Justinus says that formerly it was customary for the people to be
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governed by the will of the ruler, without any laws; 124 and from Livy, it is plain that the Republic of
Rome was governed for three hundred without any laws. 125

Finally, the first law-giver is either Moses, as Josephus claims 126 against Appio, or certainly
Pharoneus, who lived three hundred years before Moses, as Eusebius, 127 and St.

Augustine 128 teach. But before the time of Pharoneus, the Kingdoms of Assyria, of Greece, of
Egypt, and others, were founded. Moreover, Aristotle states 129 that it is better for a people to be
ruled by laws than solely by the will of the ruler, and, indeed, that this is to a certain extent necessary.
And this is proved, first, because it is easier to find one or two good and wise men, than to find
many. If the State is to be ruled by the will of a wise prince, this would require an infinite number of
good princes, one in succession to the other, but if it is ruled by laws, it is sufficient that there
should have been at some time a few wise men, or even one wise man, to make the law.

Secondly, those who make laws are many, and they consider the laws carefully; but the ruler is only
one, and frequently has to judge without due consideration.

Thirdly, those who made the laws did so without love or hatred, for they passed judgment
concerning things remote from themselves. A ruler judges of present matters in which friends,
relations, gifts, fears, etc., have an influence. Hence, judgment by law is the judgment of reason
alone; the judgment of a man is a judgment of reason and passion, that is, of the man and of the
beast.

Fourthly, even if the decision of a ruler be most upright, it is scarcely ever free from suspicion, envy,
complaints, and abusive words; but decision by law is free from all these, because, indeed, it is
known that the law cannot be corrupted by bribes.

Fifthly, legal decisions can remain the same for a long time, but the judgments of men are often
changed.

Sixthly, government by law can be reduced to a system and the more easily carried out; not so with
government according to the will of a man.

Seventhly, it is better for a ruler to govern personally than by deputies, but government without laws
necessarily requires many deputies, who are all to judge according to the will of the ruler; but when a
nation is governed by laws, the ruler is held to judge all cases personally, since judgments are given
according to his laws.

The third thesis is proved. For if it were not lawful for a Christian ruler to bind the people by law, it
would be because of Christian liberty. But this cannot be said, for so far is law from opposing
Christian liberty that it rather opposes the slavery contrary to that liberty, as may be shown from the
very nature of Christian liberty; for Christian liberty is opposed to the servitude of sin. “Amen,
amen, I say unto you: that whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. Now the servant abideth
not in the house forever; but the son abideth forever. If, therefore, the son shall make you free, you
shall be free indeed.” 130 And, “Being then freed from sin, we have been made servants of

justice.” 131 But this justification from sin is said to be a certain liberty, for he who is in sin cannot,
until he is freed by grace, will that good which is ordained for eternal life; he has, indeed, free will,
since he can choose one evil from among many, and he can even choose moral good, but he cannot
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choose salutary good unless he at least begins to be freed by the preventing grace of God, since he is
held captive by the Devil according to his will, as it is written. 132 But free will liberated by grace can
both will and accomplish salutary good. But this liberty was greater in the state of innocence, since
then man could not will any evil, which now even just men cannot do; but it will be greatest in
heaven, where we shall not be able to will any evil.

And so there is a triple gradation of liberty, just as there is a triple gradation of bodily life. The first is
that of the Blessed, who, as they will be able so to live that they cannot die, they will be able so to
act that they cannot sin.

The second was the liberty of Adam and Eve in the state of innocence, who, as they were able so to
live that they could never die, so they also were able to act so well that they also could never sin.

The third is our own liberty, and we are not able so to live that we can never die, and we are not able
to act so uprightly that we are capable of refraining from sin, at least from venial sin. Below these
three grades there is no fourth, except not to live, and not to act rightly, which state is that of the
damned. 133 Since, therefore, liberty consists in this, that we can choose good and reject evil, it is
plain that law is not opposed to liberty; for it is no hindrance that we cannot so easily choose good
and reject evil, but, on the contrary, this rather aids, since it affords opportunity for exercising
liberty. But the law may be propetly said to be opposed to slavery, since it cannot be fulfilled by the
slave of sin. Hence, St. Paul says, “Do we, then, destroy the law through faith? God forbid: but we
establish the law.” 134

This same thesis may be proved in a second way. Divine law is not opposed to liberty, therefore
neither is human law. The antecedent is clear, for Adam was created free, and yet a law was imposed
on him that he should not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 135 The consequent is
proved, for the Divine law and the human law, as far as the obligation of obeying them is
concerned, are in every respect equal, as will be explained in the next chapter.

CHAPTER 11

Second proposition: The civil law is no less binding in conscience than the Divine law, even though
the former is less fixed and stable than the latter. I will explain. The Divine law differs from the
human law as to stability, since the Divine cannot be set aside by man, and the human can; but as to
obligation they do not differ, for each obliges in conscience, under pain of either mortal or venial
sin, according to the gravity of the case, so that there is no better rule for discovering whether a
human law binds under pain of mortal or of venial sin, than to suppose that law to be Divine, and to
see in what way the Divine law would oblige.

First, it is proved, because obligation is the essence or proper characteristic of law as was said in De
Pontifice, 136 therefore, all law, whether made by God, by an angel, or by man, and if by man,
whether bishop, king, or father, binds with an equal obligation. The consequent is proved in like
manner; for since it is of man’s essence to be rational, and hence his proper characteristic is risibility,
every man is rational and capable of laughter, whether he be created by God alone, as Adam, or by
God from another human being, as Eve, or born of human parents, as Cain. The antecedent is
evident, for law is the rule of conduct. But the intrinsic property of rules is so to direct that to break
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a rule is a sin against good conduct; just as a departure from the law of nature is said to be a sin of
nature, as are monsters, so a departure from the rule of art is a sin against art.

Here it should be noted that just as other things depend upon a cause as regards their existence, but
not as regards their essence, for essences are eternal, since they are certain possible participations of
the Divine Essence, so also law depends for its existence on the legislator; for it will not be law
unless it is promulgated by him who has authority; but it does not depend on him as regards its
essence; for the binding force of the law is that in it which is eternal and immutable and a certain
participation of the eternal law of God, which is the first and highest rule, and this seems to be what
St. Augustine meant when he says: “Sin is a word or deed or a desire against the eternal law of
God.” 137 For he who disobeys a law, whether natural or political, whether Divine or human, sins
against the eternal law, since all law is a participation of the eternal law.

And although it cannot happen that any true law is not from God, since a law cannot be made
except by one with authority, and there is no authority except from God, 138 yet if (by an
impossibility) there were a law not from God, it would still oblige under pain of sin, just as if (by an
impossibility) a man not made by God were to exist, he would still be rational.

It is proved, secondly, for if a law were to oblige solely because it is Divine, than all Divine laws
would oblige equally, as is evident, for the reason for obligation would be the same in all. But this is
false, for the law “Thou shalt not kill,” obliges more seriously than the law “Thou shalt not steal,”
and the law “Thou shalt not steal” than the law “Thou shalt not lie,” and the law “Thou shalt not
lie” than the law “Thou shalt not speak a careless word.”

Besides, thirdly, obviously that Divine law obliges more gravely whose infraction is more against the
end of the law, that is, charity; therefore it is worse to kill than to steal, since it is more against
charity; and therefore it is a mortal sin to tell a harmful lie, but a venial sin to tell a helpful one, for
the former is against charity, but the latter, truly, is apart from charity; but the human law also has
charity as its end, and ordains means to this end, for what St. Paul says, “The end of the
commandment is charity,” 139 may be understood of every command; and it is clear, since the civil
law is just, that it is always either the conclusion or the moral determination of Divine law; therefore
they have the same end, and seem to differ only in this, that human law directs human acts in
relation to external acts of love, that is, to the peace and preservation of the State. But the Divine
law directs also in relation to internal acts of charity; therefore, there is the same principle in both
Divine and human law, so far as obligation is concerned.

But you will object, if the gravity of sin arises from the nature of the thing and from the relation to
charity, laws are superfluous. For the commandment binds us equally before and after the law, to
flee that which of its very nature wounds charity, and to do that which is necessary to preserve
charity.

I answer that I deny the consequent, for if there is no law commanding or prohibiting something for
everybody, many actions which are evil in one man will not be evil in others. For example, if there
be no law prohibiting the carrying of weapons, the carrying of weapons will be evil for him who is
easily provoked to anger, and who has enemies whom he desires to kill; but it will not be evil for a
peaceable man, who only desires to defend himself; yet, if the law forbids it, then it is evil for all, for
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the law should not consider what is good or evil for this one or that one, but what will profit or
harm the State.

In addition, many things are necessary or harmful to the common good, which, nevertheless, are
neither good nor bad for any one in particular, unless they are commanded or prohibited by law. For
example, tribute is necessary for a king, yet, if there be no law, it is not necessary for me to pay it, for
what I pay profits the king little, and it is not my business to look out for the needs of the State, and
so might all say. Similarly, it is harmful for the State for gold to be exported from the province, yet it
is not very harmful for me alone to export my gold, and so might all say. Law, therefore, is necessary
which commands and prohibits to all in general what is for the common welfare.

Fourthly, positive Divine law, therefore, obliges under pain of sin, for it makes that act which it
commands an act of virtue, which formerly it was not; for if a Jew, not from contempt, but from a
desire for food, had eaten in moderation the flesh of swine prohibited by the law, without doubt he
would have sinned; however, he would not have sinned against obedience, since he did not act from
contempt, therefore, he would have sinned against temperance; but to eat the flesh of swine in
moderation is not in itself against temperance, but, as it were, an indifferent act, therefore there was
a law which made that abstinence a necessary act of temperance. And we see this same thing in
human law; for the Divine law makes that to be an act of virtue which in itself was indifferent for no
other reason than that it is a rule of conduct promulgated by Him Who has authority to command.
But man also can command, and can make rules of conduct, as we have shown above. Therefore
man can, by law, determine the nature of an act, indifferent in itself, to be an act of virtue, hence the
Divine law and the human law are equal as to obligation.

Fitthly, the Divine law and the human law differ in the same way as the law of a king and his
viceregent, or the law of the Pontiff and of his legate. But these oblige in the same manner, and
differ only in strength, therefore, so do the Divine law and the human law. The proposition is
evident, because the Scriptures testify in various places that kings are the ministers of God, and hold
their authority from Him, and judge in His place. 140 The assumption is also evident, for the
authority of the viceregent is from the king, and that of the legate from the Pope; and experience
bears witness to the same thing, and it is confirmed by the holy Fathers Augustine and Bernard.
Augustine says, 141 “When the father commands that which is not contrary to the law of God, he is
to be heard as though he were God, etc.” Moreover, it is certain that the authority of a king is
greater than that of a father, as the same St. Augustine says. 142 St. Bernard says, “Whether God or
a man, the vicar of God, gives some command, certainly both must be submitted to with equal care,
obeyed with equal reverence, provided, however, that the man commands nothing contrary to the
law of God.” 143 Here he clearly states that laws differ in regard to matter, but not in regard to
those commanding,

But you may object to this, for St. Bernard, speaking in the same place of the commands of men,
says “Commands are not disregarded without blame, are not despised without sin, for culpable
neglect and contempt are everywhere to be condemned;” here he seems to say that human law never
binds under pain of mortal sin except by reason of contempt.

I answer that he is speaking of commands concerning light matters, for in such there can be no

grave sin except by reason of contempt. For not even prelates can arbitrarily bind under pain of
mortal sin.
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Sixthly, it is proved, since this seems to imply a contradiction, namely, that rulers can bind with a
penalty, and not in conscience, inasmuch as fault and punishment are correlative. And St. Augustine
says, “All punishment, if just, is a punishment of sin.” 144 And he asserts 145 that God Himself
would be unjust if He condemned an innocent man. How, then, can rulers condemn to death those
who break their laws, if these latter have committed no sin, if they have incurred no blame in
conscience?

You will say, “How, then, can some of the rules of religious bind penally and not in conscience?” I

answer that they do not bind in the manner of law, but in the manner of agreement and contract, as
do purely penal laws. Nor is that law propetly penal, but the infliction of punishment is to be taken
as a spiritual help.

Seventhly and last, from the doctrine of the Apostles, for St. Paul asserts 146 this in many ways; first,
when he says, “Let every soul be subject to higher powers: for there is no power but from God.”
Secondly, when he says, “He that resisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of God.” Thirdly, when
he says, “And they that resist purchase to themselves damnation.” Both the Greek and the Latin
Fathers interpret this passage as referring to eternal damnation. Fourthly, when he says, “Wherefore
be subject of necessity;” fifthly, when he says, “not only for wrath, but also for conscience’s sake.”
Sixthly, when he says, “For they are the ministers of God.” And St. Peter says, “Be ye subject . . ..
for God’s sake,” 147 that is, not merely through fear of punishment. These passages show
sufficiently what we have in mind: for if rulers have their authority to rule from God, certainly those
who do not obey them offend not only the rulers, but also God; and those who resist the ruler resist
the ordinance of God; certainly they sin in conscience just as if they were to violate Divine laws.
And if those who resist “purchase for themselves damnation,” certainly they commit a fault
deserving of that punishment. And if individuals are of necessity subject to rulers not only because
of their wrath, but also because of conscience, how is it they do not sin in conscience who do not
obey these rulers? Finally, if rulers are ministers of God and are to be obeyed on His account,
undoubtedly they despise the majesty of God who despise the commands of the rulers. So much for
the arguments against us.

In answer to the contrary arguments: To the first, second, and third I answer from this fact, that
since political power is temporal, and its end is exterior peace, and man does not judge of internal
things, it is rightly concluded that this temporal power cannot oblige except to temporal and exterior
acts; moreovet, it can bind in conscience; for even if that rule directs exterior acts, yet, since it is a
rule, to deviate from it is a sin.

You may say, how can law, or temporal power, produce a spiritual effect, that is, bind in conscience?
I answer, that granted that political power and law are called temporal by reason of their object,
since they are concerned with temporal and exterior affairs, yet in themselves they are spiritual.
Besides, to bind in conscience is not to produce some spiritual effect, but only to command another,
and so to command that if he does not obey, he sins, and the witness of his own conscience knows,
or at least is capable of knowing, that he sins. And so whoever can command can bind in
conscience, even if he does not judge of internal matters, and does not examine the conscience of
another.

In answer to the fourth and fifth arguments I say: A ruler cannot inflict eternal and spiritual
punishment, nor can he remit a penalty of this sort; yet he can oblige with this penalty, since he does
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this with the authority of God, Who grants him the one power, and not the other; just as if a king
would allow his viceregent to bind his subjects under capital punishment, and yet he would not
allow him to exercise justice of himself, or to pardon a suppliant. Or it should be said that political
power binds under penalty of eternal punishment not because it is the law of a man, but because it is
the law of a minister of God. For he who offends a minister of God at the same time also offends
God Himself; therefore if (by an impossibility) God were not manifest in the nature of things, and
yet some political law (likewise by an impossibility) were to exist, that law would oblige in
conscience, and to disobey it would be a sin, but no spiritual penalty or eternal damnation would
befall the one who disobeyed.

In answer to the sixth argument I say that it is not absurd that the same sin should be punished by
many, and in many places, when many offend, just as we see that often the hand of a murderer is cut
off in that place where he committed the murder, and then his head is cut off in the place of public
executions.

To the seventh I answer that it depends on the intention of the legislator, whether he wishes truly to
command and to make a true law, or, indeed, only to indicate what ought to be done, without any
command; but if he wishes to command in earnest, and to make a real law, there is nothing in the
nature of his power to prevent the law from obliging under pain of sin, either mortal or venial,
according to the gravity of the matter.

To the last I answer that the reason that human law yields to Divine law when they cannot both be
obeyed at the same time, is not that human law does not bind under pain of sin, but that the
foundation of human law is less firm; for in such cases it ceases to be law, and hence also to bind.

CHAPTER 12

Third proposition: The exercise of public trials is not unlawful for Christians. It is proved, first,
because it is the property of rulers to judge. For the Scriptures are accustomed in general to unite the
office of king and of judge. “And now let the kings understand, let those be instructed who judge
the earth.” 148 “The Lord is our King, the Lord our Law-giver, the Lord our Judge.” 149 “The king
will rule, and he will be wise, and he will give judgment and justice upon the earth.” 150 If, then, it is
lawtul for Christians to have a ruler, why not a judge also?

Secondly, because laws would have no potency, if there ought to be no judgments; but laws should
not be abolished, as has been shown above, therefore, neither should judgments..

Thirdly, the Sacred Writings of both Testaments permit judgments, for we read as follows, “You
shall place judges and magistrates at all your gates, that they may judge the people with a just
judgment.” 151°If, therefore, you have judgments of things pertaining to this world, set them to
judge, who are the most despised in the Church. . . .. Is it not so that there is not among you any
one wise man, that is able to judge between his brethren?”” 152 Here St. Paul advises the Corinthians
to judge among themselves those cases which did not of necessity have to be brought before the
tribunals of the Gentiles.
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Nor will it be hard to answer the argument which was brought forward at the beginning. Hence,
according to that statement, “And if a man will contend with thee in judgment, and take away thy
coat, let go thy cloak also unto him.” 153 I answer with St. Augustine, 154 that that statement should
only be understood according to readiness of spirit; for in the same passage Our Lord says, “If one
strike thee on thy right cheek, turn to him also the other.” 155 And yet when Our Lord Himself was
struck on the cheek, He did not turn the other, but said, “Why strikest thou Me?”” 156 By this
example He taught in what sense the precepts are to be understood.

To the words of St. Paul, “There is no fault among you, etc.,” 157 I say first, that the “delictum” is
in Greek , which does not signify sin, but imperfection, and thus Theodoret explains it. I say,
secondly, if “delictum” means sin, as St. Chrysostom and St. Ambrose interpret it here, and St.
Augustine in his Enchiridion, 1581 say, I repeat, it is called “delictum” not because it is in itself sin,
but because it is generally accidentally sinful, either by reason of the end, as when a lawsuit is begun
from avarice; or by reason of the manner, as when the case is tried in the spirit of hatred, of ill-will,
of dispute; or by reason of injustice, as when trickery and fraud enter in; or by reason of bad
example, as happened in the case of the Corinthians, who were going to law to the scandal of the
pagans. I say, thirdly, that judgments are not to be condemned because of the judge, but because of
the contestants. And so, even if it were a sin to go to law, nevertheless it would not be a sin to judge,
for judgments put an end to controversies, which is a good thing.

CHAPTER 13

Fourth proposition: It is lawful for a Christian magistrate to punish with death disturbers of the
public peace. It is proved, first, from the Scriptures, for in the law of nature, of Moses, and of the
Gospels, we have precepts and examples of this. For God says, “Whosoever shall shed man’s blood,
his blood shall be shed.” 159 These words cannot utter a prophecy, since a prophecy of this sort
would often be false, but a decree and a precept. Hence in the Chaldaic paraphrase it is rendered,
“Whosoever sheds blood before witnesses, his blood shall be shed by sentence of the judge.” And
Judas says, “Bring her out that she may be burnt.” 160 Here the patriarch Judas, as head of a family,
condemned an adulteress to death by fire.

In the law of Moses there are many precepts and examples. “He that striketh a man with a will to kill
him, shall be put to death.” 161 And Moses himself, Josue, Samuel, David, Elias, and many other
very holy men put many to death. And as for “All that take the sword shall perish with the

sword,” 162 these words cannot be rightly understood except in this sense: Every one who commits
an unjust murder ought in turn to be condemned to death by the magistrate. For Our Lord rebuked
Peter not because a just defense is unlawful, but because he wished not so much to defend himself
or Our Lord, as to avenge the injury done to Our Lotd, although he himself had no official
authority, as St. Augustine correctly explains, 163 and St. Cyril also. 164 Besides, “If thou do that
which is evil, fear: for he beareth not the sword in vain. For he is God’s minister.”” 165 St. Paul says
that the sword is given by God to rulers to punish evildoers, therefore, if like men are found in the
Church, why may they not be put to death?

Secondly, it is proved from the testimony of the Fathers. Innocent I., being asked whether it was

lawful for a magistrate who had been baptized, to punish by death, answered that it was entirely
lawtul. 166 St. Hilary says that it is certainly lawful to kill in two cases, if a man is fulfilling the duty
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of a judge, or if he is using a weapon in his own defense. 167 St. Jerome says, “T'o punish murderers,
and sacrilegious men, and poisoners is not a shedding of blood, but the administration of

law.” 168 St. Augustine, ““Those who, endowed with the character of public authority, punish
criminals by death, do not violate that commandment which says, Thou shalt not kill.” 169

Lastly, it is proved from reason; for it is the duty of a good ruler, to whom has been entrusted the
care of the common good, to prevent those members which exist for the sake of the whole from
injuring it, and therefore if he cannot preserve all the members in unity, he ought rather to cut off
one than to allow the common good to be destroyed; just as the farmer cuts off branches and twigs
which are injuring the vine or the tree, and a doctor amputates limbs which might injure the whole
body.

To the argument of the Anabaptists from “An eye for an eye, etc.,” 170 there are two solutions.
One, that the Old Law, since it was given to imperfect men, allowed the seeking for revenge, and
only forbade that the retaliation be greater than the injury; not that it is lawful to seek revenge, but
because it is less evil to seek it in moderation than inordinately; besides, Christ, Who instructed more
perfect men, recalled this permission. Thus says St. Augustine, 171 and St. Chrysostom and St. Hilary
are of the same opinion regarding this passage; but since retaliation is prohibited, “Seek not
revenge,” 172 and, we read, “He that seeketh to revenge himself, shall find vengeance from the
Lord,” 173 we shall, indeed, reply correctly with St. Thomas and St. Bonaventure and some others,
in their commentary on the third Sentence of Peter Lombard, 174 when Our Lotd says: “You have
heard that it hath been said of old, an eye for an eye, etc.,” He does not condemn that law, nor
forbid a magistrate to inflict the poena talionis, but He condemns the perverse interpretation of the
Pharisees, and forbids in private citizens the desire for and the seeking of vengeance. For God
promulgates the holy law that the magistrate may punish the wicked by the poena

talionis; 175 whence the Pharisees infer that it is lawful for private citizens to seek vengeance; just as
from the fact that the law said, ““Thou shalt love thy friend,” they infer that it is lawful to hate
enemies; but Christ teaches that these are misinterpretations of the law, and that we should love
even our enemies and not resist evil, but rather that we should be prepared, if necessary, to turn the
other cheek to him who strikes one cheek. And that Our Lord was speaking to private citizens is
clear from what follows. For Our Lord speaks thus: “But I say to you not to resist evil, but if one
strike thee on thy right cheek, etc.”

But it should be observed that when He says, “not to resist evil,” just defense is not prohibited, but
retaliation; for Christ commands not to strike him who strikes you, as Theophylactus rightly teaches.
But he is said to strike who strikes to injure, not he who strikes to protect himself; and, briefly,
revenge, not defense, is forbidden, according to “Revenge not yourselves, my dearly

beloved,” 176 that is, not avenging yourselves. For thus it is in the Greek .., whence it goes on to say:
“But set aside wrath, for it is written: Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.” But neither is revenge
forbidden absolutely, if, indeed, it is sought from a lawful judge and for a good end, either because
there is hope that the malefactor will be reformed by this punishment, or because his malice can be
kept in check and restrained in no other way, and he will continue to do evil if he is allowed to go
unpunished; therefore, what is forbidden is only that revenge which private citizens wish to take on
their own account, and which they seek from a judge through the desire of harming an enemy, and
of satisfying their own ill-will and hatred.
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CHAPTER 14

There follows the fourth question, which is on war. This dispute is divided into three parts. For first
it must be shown that war is sometimes lawful for Christians. Secondly, the causes of a just war must
be explained. Thirdly, because of Luther, it will have to be proved that it is lawful for Christians to
take up arms against the Turks.

But, that we may begin at the beginning, there was an old heresy of the Manichaeans, who asserted
that war was of its very nature unlawful, and therefore they accused Moses, Josue, David, and other
Fathers of the old dispensation, who waged war, of being wicked men, as St. Augustine

states. 177 Some have revived this heresy in our own time; and, first of all, Erasmus, in various
places, but especially in his annotations, 178 in a lengthy argument contends that war is one of the
evils that were tolerated, and permitted by God to the ancient Jews, but forbidden to Christians both
by Christ and by the Apostles.

Moreover, Cornelius Agrippa, in his book on the emptiness of human knowledge, 179 asserts that
the practice of carrying on war is forbidden by Christ. John Ferus says the same in his commentary
on St. Matthew, 180 “He who takes the sword shall perish with the sword.” 181 The Anabaptists
teach the same doctrine, as Melanchthon testifies. 182 Alphonsus a Castro also attributes the same
teaching to John Oecolampadius, under the heading war, which seems strange to me, since Zwingli,
his colleague, approved of war to such an extent that he perished on the field of battle, and in like
manner Calvin, 183and Melanchthon, 184 and other heretics of this time, by word and by deed teach
that war should be carried on.

But we, as the universal Church has always taught, both by word and by deed, say that war is not of
its nature unlawful, and that it is lawful not only for Jews but also for Christians to carry on war,
provided that those conditions of which we shall treat afterwards are fulfilled. This is proved by the
testimony of the Scriptures, “These are the nations which the Lord left, that by them He might
instruct Israel, and all that had not known the wars of the Chanaanites: That afterwards their
children might learn to fight with their enemies, and to be trained up to war.” 185

These words certainly show not the permission, but the absolute Will of God. Likewise, “Thus saith
the Lord of hosts: ‘I have reckoned up all that Amalech hath done to Israel: how he opposed them
in the way when they came up out of Egypt. Now therefore go, and smite Amalech, and utterly
destroy all that he hath: spare him not, etc.”” 186 Here also we see not a permission, but a command.
And the Old Testament is filled with similar instances. Likewise, “And the soldiers also asked him,
saying: And what shall we do? And he said to them: Do violence to no man, neither calumniate any
man; and be content with your pay.” 187 The Anabaptists, according to Melanchthon, says that John
permitted war to the Jews as imperfect men, but Christ taught far otherwise.

But on the contrary; for John was preparing the way of the Lord, therefore he should not have
permitted that which Christ was soon to set aside; for neither could the Jews avail themselves of that
concession, since Christ was to come in that same year and forbid war, as our opponents themselves
contend; and besides men might have thought that Christ and John did not agree together, which
would have been most absurd.
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Erasmus answers, on the contrary, that this command was given to the soldiers, not that, by keeping
it, they might live well, but that they might live less evil lives, as Theophylactus would seem to
explain.

But on the contrary; for John had previously said: “Bring forth fruits worthy of penance,” and
“Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, shall be cut down and cast into the fire.” Then the
repentant publicans and soldiers asked what was this good fruit which they ought to bring forth;
therefore, either John deceived them, or soldiers can be saved if they observe those commands
which John laid upon them.

As to Theophylactus, I make two answers. First, that he did not say that war was evil, but merely
that John was exhorting the multitude, which was free from sin, to good works, that is, to the
sharing of their goods with others; but the publicans and the soldiers, who were incapable of this
degree of perfection and could not do works of supererogation, he urged to abandon sin. For
Theophylactus thought that for the man who had two coats to give one to him who had none was a
work of counsel and of supererogation, otherwise he would not have called the people to whom he
was speaking free from sin, nor would he have distinguished this act as good rather than evil; for if it
is a command not to keep two coats, to keep them is evil.

I say, secondly, that Theophylactus does not rightly interpret this passage, for he calls those people
free from sin to whom John said, “Ye offspring of vipers,” and “Bring forth fruits worthy of
penance.” And besides, to have two coats is to retain what is superfluous, as St. Jerome says, 188 but
it is a sin to keep what is superfluous. Besides, Our Lord teaches that tribute should be paid to
Caesar; 189 but certainly tribute is not owed to kings unless they can pay soldiers to defend the State,
which St. Paul explains, “For therefore,” says he, “also you pay tribute. For they are the ministers of
God, serving unto this purpose,” 190 namely, that they may put to death disturbers of the public
peace, for he had previously said, “For he beareth not the sword in vain. For he is God’s minister,
an avenger to execute wrath.” 191

Our proposition is proved secondly by the examples of the saints, who waged war; for if war were
evil, certainly it would not have been waged by the saints. We read in the Old Testament that
Abraham, Moses, Josue, Gideon, Samson, David, Josias, and the Maccabees waged war, thus earning
great praise. In the New Testament, when the centurion said to Christ, “I have under me soldiers,
and I say to this one, Go, and he goeth, etc.,” 192 Our Lord praiseth his faith and did not command
him to give up the military life. Moreover, Cornelius the centurion is called “a religious man and
tfearing God.” 193 And so he even merited to see an angel, nor, afterwards, when he was being
taught the way of salvation by St. Peter, was he told to desert the military life.

Then, as Tertullian teaches, 194 where he narrates the great miracle worked by Christian soldiers
when they were waging war in Germany under Marcus Aurelius, after the Ascension of Christ into
heaven there were in military life some Christians holy and pleasing to God, even under pagan
rulers; these men certainly would not have been fighting if it were evil, nor, if they had been fighting
in this circumstance, would they have been so pleasing to God that they could work miracles. 195 St.
Basil also teaches in his sermon in honor of the forty martyr soldiers that there were many saints in
the camps of pagan Emperors; and St. Gregory Nazianzen teaches the same towards the middle of
his first sermon against Julian.
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Finally, it is evident that war was waged by Constantine, Theodosius, Valentinian, Charlemagne, St.
Louis, King of France, St. Maurice with his Theban legion, and by other very saintly Christians,
whom the holy bishops never reproved; nay, more, Theodosius asked the Abbot John for advice
concerning the outcome of a war, as St. Augustine relates. 196

Our proposition is proved, thirdly, by the fact that God often aids just wars, which He certainly
would not do if war were unlawful; for evils may be permitted, but aid may not also be given in
carrying them out. It was said by Melchisidech to Abraham, when he had vanquished four kings
with only 318 of his household: “Blessed be the most high God, by Whose protection the enemies
are in thy hands.” 197 In answer to the prayer of Moses, God gave the Jews the victory over
Amalech. 198 When Josue was fighting the sun stood still, and God rained great stones from the sky,
and God slew more with hailstones than the sons of Israel slew with spears and swords. 199 Angels
in the likeness of horsemen fought for the Maccabees, 200 and we read that God gives victory to
those worthy of it, not according to the might of their arms, but as is pleasing to Him. 201

Eusebius, in the life of Constantine, testifies that Constantine was victorious in war through the aid
of God, through clearly proved miracles, and in his history, 202 that St. John fought, and Theodoret
testifies that St. Philip the Apostle fought openly with Theodosius against his enemies, 203 and
Socrates writes that angels fought against the Saracens for Theodosius II. 204 St. Augustine writes,
that the army of Honorius by a Divine miracle won a wonderful victory over the

Goths. 205 Numbetless similar examples could be brought forward.

Our proposition is proved, fourthly, from reason. Granted that it is lawful for the State to protect its
citizens from disturbers of its peace from within, by executing them with various forms of torture,
then this is also lawful when there is no other possible way of defending those same citizens from
external enemies; since, in order that the State may be preserved, it is necessary that all enemies,
internal as well as external, may by kept off. And since this is the law of nature it is incredible that it
should be set aside by the Gospel.

Lastly, our proposition is proved by the testimony of the Fathers. Tertullian says, “With you we are
sailors, and soldiers, and farmers, and merchants.” 206 St. Gregory Nazianzen, in his sermon on
peace, says, “Granted that there should be a reason for both states, seeing that following the law and
authority of God, war, clearly, may sometimes be undertaken, only, however, as long as you grant
that we should be more disposed to peace, for this is higher and more Divine.”

St. John Chrysostom, in his sermon on the Gospel of the Marriage Feast, 207 says among other
things, “You adorn the military state, and you say, I cannot be devout. Was not that centurion a
soldier, and yet his military life did him no harm?”

St. Ambrose says, “Not to fight is a neglect of duty, but to fight for the sake of plunder is a

sin.” 208 And he numbers among the virtues courage in war, and he proves by many examples that
it was not lacking in us.209 Likewise, in the sermon on the death of Theodosius, he earnestly
commends Theodosius for his prowess in war.

St. Augustine says, “For if Christian discipline condemned all war, to soldiers seeking salvation it

would rather have been said in the Gospel that they should lay down their arms and give up the
military life altogether; but the advice given is, trouble no man, make no false accusation, be content
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with your pay.” 210 He commands that their pay should suffice, but does not forbid them to follow
a military life. And, he says, “Do not think that no man who serves as a soldier can be pleasing to
God, etc.” 211

St. Gregory says, “In this life the Lord of victories makes Your Excellency as a shining light before
your enemies in war, and so it is necessary for Your Excellency to oppose the enemies of the
Church with all your powers of mind and body, etc.,” 212 and, “If such great success in waging war
had not come to Your Excellency as a reward of faith, through the grace of the Christian religion,
there would be small reason for wonder, but when you have made provision for future victories
(God granting) not by carnal wisdom, but rather by prayer, this becomes matter for surprise, that
your glory comes not through earthly wisdom, but from the gift of God above.” 213

St. Gregory of Tours says, “Would, O kings, that you would fight battles as your fathers, that by
your power you might curb the peoples included within your peace.” 214

St. Bernard says, “But, indeed, the soldiers of Christ fight without anxiety the battles of their Lord,
fearing nothing, either sin because of the slaying of the enemy, or danger of being slain, seeing that
death, whether endured or inflicted for Christ, both contains nothing wrong, and merits a high
degree of glory.” 215

But, on the other hand, there are objections. First, from the Scriptures, and to begin, “Vengeance is
Mine, I will repay.” 216 And, “Revenge not yourselves, my dearly beloved . . . . for it is written,
Revenge is Mine, I will repay.” 217

I answer that the vengeance which public officers inflict is rightly called the vengeance of God, for
they are the ministers of God, serving Him in this very matter. Hence St. Paul, after he had said,
“Revenge is Mine, I will repay,” 218 adds, “But if thou do that which is evil, fear; for he beareth not
the sword in vain. For he is God’s minister; an avenger to execute wrath upon him that doth

evil.” 219

Then they add that passage from Isaias, ““They shall turn their swords into ploughshares, and their
spears into sickles: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they be exercised any
more to war.” 220 These things are predicted of the Christian era.

I answer that in this passage is foretold only that perfect peace to come at the time when Christ was
to be born, as St. Jerome explains, and we know that this prophecy was fulfilled in the reign of
Augustus Caesar. For the word ultra does not mean forever, but for a long time. Besides, even if this
prophecy had not been fulfilled, nothing could be concluded from that; for Isaias does not forbid
war, in case there is an enemy who troubles us, but he prophecies that there will be no enemies.
Therefore, while there are enemies war may also be waged. For it can be said that it was predicted
that the kingdom of Christ would be a peaceable kingdom, seeing that it is not of this world nor
concerned with temporal affairs, and in this it is distinguished from the kingdom of the Jews, which
was to be strengthened and preserved by war and slaughters.

Finally, they formulate an objection from those words, “If one strike thee on thy right cheek, turn to

him also the other,” 221 and, “Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you.” 222 And,
“Whosoever taketh the sword shall perish with sword.” 223 Words similar to these are found n St.
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Paul, “To no man rendering evil for evil,” 224 “Revenge not yourselves, my dearly beloved,
etc.” 225

I answer that, in times past, Julian the Apostate made the same objections against the Christians, as
St. Gregory Nazianzen sets forth in the first sermon against Julian, toward the middle. But we say,
first, that all these sayings, whether commands or counsels, were given to private individuals; for
neither Our Lord nor St. Paul ever commanded a judge not to punish a man who had done injury to
another, but Our Lord commanded each to bear patiently his own injuries; but war pertains to
public justice, not to private revenge; and just as the love of enemies, to which all are obliged, does
not hinder a judge or an executioner from fulfilling his duties, so it does not hinder soldiers and
commanders from fulfilling theirs.

I say, moreover, that even to private individuals these were sometimes commands, sometimes
counsels; they are always commands as regards readiness of spirit, so that thus a man is prepared to
turn the other cheek, and to offer his coat, to one who demands his cloak, rather than to offend
God; but we are commanded to fulfill it only in this case, when the necessity for God’s honor exacts
it, otherwise it is only a counsel, and sometimes not even a counsel, as when from the fact that I
turn the other cheek no good follows, but my enemy sins a second time. 226

Secondly, there may be offered in objection three decrees of the Church. The first, were most severe
penances are laid upon those who resume the military life once they have renounced it. 227

The second is in a statement of St. Leo to Rusticus, 228 and it is also contained in the Canon
Contrarium on penance. 229 “It is contrary to the laws of the Church,” says St. Leo, “to resume the
secular military life after doing penance.” And below, “He is not free from the chains of the Devil,
who wishes to bind himself to a secular military life.”

The third is in that canonical distinction of St. Gregory, Falsas, where he says that those who are
engaged in a career which cannot be carried on without sin are not capable of penance unless they
renounce that career, and St. Gregory gives a soldier as an example.

I answer to the first objection that it is a question of those who for confessing their faith were
deprived of their military status by Diocletian or by Licinius, and who afterwards sought to regain
their rank, being prepared to deny their faith. 230

To the second and third I say that it is a question of those who had committed many sins in the
occasion of military life, and who were in need of penance. For those do evil if they return to
military life, in which they have found by experience that they cannot live without sin, not from the
badness of military life, but from their own wickedness, and then, indeed, they do wrong;
particularly when commanded by the priest not to return to military life. And that those canons in
reality do not absolutely forbid military life is clear from the end of the canon Falsas, where after it
was said that those do wrong who return to military life after doing penance, it is added, except on
the advice of Bishops zealous for the defense of justice.

Thirdly, many passages from the Fathers are offered in objection by Erasmus, to which we add two,

one from Tertullian, the other from St. Jerome. In his book, On the Crown of a Soldier, beyond the
middle, Tertullian asks whether the military life is becoming for a Christian, and he answers: “Are we
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to believe that it is lawful for a human bond to be added to the Divine, and to serve another lord
after having served Christ? Will it be lawful to take up the sword after Our Lord has said that he
who takes the sword shall perish by the sword? And shall that son of peace, who cannot with
propriety engage in a lawsuit, engage in battler”

I answer that Tertullian does not condemn military life as evil in itself. This is evident, first, from the
passages cited above. 231

Secondly, since in that book, On the Crown of a Soldier, he admits that those who were soldiers
before baptism could remain soldiers even after baptism, and he teaches merely that he who is free
should not adopt the military life after baptism: “Clearly,” says he, “if faith afterwards comes to
those who have already entered upon a military career, their condition is different from that of those
whom John admitted to baptism, as those most faithful centurions, one of whom Christ commends,
and the other St. Peter instructs, when he had received the faith and been baptized, he should either
have given up his military life immediately, as was done by many, or else he should have taken care
in every way lest he commit any sin against God.”

Thirdly, it is clear, that the chief reasons which he gives why Christians should not follow a military
career are on account of the danger of idolatry, since at that time nearly all the rulers were pagans.
And so Tertullian judged war to be accidentally evil at that time: “Shall we keep watch,” asks he,
“over the temples which he has renounced? And shall he dine in that place which is displeasing to
St. Paul? And shall he defend by night those demons from whom he routed by exorcisms by day?
And shall he also bear a standard opposed to that of Christ, etc.?”” Besides, his other reasons offered
above are only those of congruity, as is evident.

St. Jerome says, “Formerly it was said to warriors, Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty
one; now it is said to Peter: Put up thy sword into the scabbard, etc.” 232

I answer that he means that in the Old Testament wars were commanded by God, and were
necessary for taking possession of and holding the land of promise; in the New Testament not war,
but rather peace, is commanded, since military force is not necessary for winning the kingdom of
heaven; yet it does not follow that Christians, as citizens of a temporal state, cannot wage war
against those from whom they have received an injury.

Besides these, Erasmus offers in objection some of the other Fathers, and especially Origen, who
says that Christ ended all wars; 233 and, explaining that passage in Luke, “And he that hath not, let
him sell his coat, and buy a sword.” 234 He says that this passage is harmful to those who interpret
itin a carnal sense, who truly think that a coat should be sold in order to buy a sword. 235

I answer that in the preceding passage there is nothing in support of the position of Erasmus; for
when Origen says that Christ ended all wars he does not mean that Christ forbade wars, but that His
Providence brought universal peace to the wotld at the time of His birth; there is in this passage, on
the other hand, that which contradicts Erasmus; for Origen says that by the Providence of God it
was brought about that when Christ came the whole Roman Empire was in a state of subjection,
since, if there had been many kings, many wars would have been necessary by which some might
repel the assaults of others.
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In a later passage, also, nothing is said against war; for we do not acknowledge that the words of
Our Lotd are to be interpreted thus stupidly, that each one ought of necessity to sell his coat and
buy a sword, but only that, according to that way of speaking, Our Lord wished to explain that at the
time of His Passion the Apostles would be in such great trouble and difficulty as are those who sell
their coat and buy a sword to defend themselves.

But what is to be argued here against war? For since Our Lord in this passage did not command the
Apostles really to buy swords, is it to be inferred that He therefore forbade war? Origen likewise
says that the statement that carnal wars should not be waged by Christians means that Christian
warfare under Christ as leader is not a carnal strife against men, as was the fighting of the Jews under
Josue, but a spiritual combat against the Demons, yet it does not follow from this that it is not
lawtul for Christians, as citizens of a political State, to wage war. 236

In the same manner are answered those objections which Erasmus proposes from St. Chrysostom,
St. Basil, and Theophylactus, taken from the Catena of St. Thomas on Luke, 237 for they teach
merely that Our Lord did not command the Apostles really to buy swords.

Then he offers in objection St. Ambrose, who, explaining that passage, “And he that hath not, let
him sell his coat, and buy a sword,” says, “O Lord, why dost Thou command me to buy a sword,
when Thou dost forbid me to kill? Why dost Thou command me to have what Thou dost forbid me
to use? Unless, perchance, that provision may be had for defense, not that revenge is necessary; and
that I may seem to have been ready, but unwilling to retaliate; yet the law does not forbid one to
strike, and hence, perchance, to Peter offering two swords Thou sayest: It is enough, as if it were
lawful up to the promulgation of the Gospel, that under the old law there might be discernment of
justice, but under the Gospel the perfection of virtue.”

I answer, first, that in this passage nothing is said concerning that war which is carried on by public
authority, but it is a question of private defense or revenge. Second, I say that, according to the
opinion of St. Ambrose, even private defense does not come under the prohibition of a command,
but under the perfection of a counsel, as these words clearly show: “That under the old law there
might be discernment of justice, but under the Gospel the perfection of virtue.”

Erasmus also offers in objection a passage from St. Augustine, who, he says, contradicts himself,
and if he undertook the defense of war in one place, yet in another he wrote against war; for he
writes, “We should not pray that our enemies may die, but that they may be converted,”238 and he
wrote many things against war, 239 indeed, he begs this same Marcellinus to punish the heretical
Donatists without bloodshed. 240

I answer that Erasmus seems to have thought he was talking to children; for what have these things
to do with the question? For he condemns hatred of enemies, by reason of which some pray to God
for the death of their enemies. 241 For who denies that it is wrong to hope for the death of an
enemy because of desire for vengeance? Yet to hope for the death of an enemy and even to
accomplish it according to the order of justice is not wrong, provided there be no hatred of the man,
but only desire for justice and for the common welfare. Indeed, in his fifth epistle there is nothing
against war, but rather much in favor of it, as we stated above, and I do not know what Erasmus
was dreaming about. He begs the judge to spare the lives of those wretches who were being held
captive, and who had confessed their guilt, 242 a plea which the Bishops were at times accustomed
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to make, but what has this to do with war? Or does any one who begs that a robber shall not be
hung consequently forbid war?

Erasmus also offers in objection the example of St. Martin, who, as Sulpicius relates in his Life, said
to the Emperor Julian: “Let him who is about to fight accept your bounty. I am a Christian; it is not
lawtul for me to fight.”

I answer that Erasmus does not recount the words of St. Martin with sufficient accuracy, for the
latter does not say, “I am a Christian; it is not lawful for me to fight,” but, “Thus far I have fought
for you, now permit me to do battle for God. I am a soldier of Christ; it is not lawful for me to
fight,” by which words he did not mean that he was a Christian only, but also, by reason of his vow
and resolution, a monk, which is the meaning of the words, “permit me to do battle for God,” and,
“I am a soldier of Christ.” Whence Sulpicius had written a short time previously that St. Martin,
after he had been baptized, still led a military life for two years, not because he did not desire to
renounce the wotld at once, but because the tribune of the soldiers, whose tent-mate he was, had
promised that when his term of office expired he also would say farewell to the world, that is, that
he would become a monk with St. Martin. And so he asserted that war was forbidden not to the
Christian, but to the monk, since he himself, as a Christian, had followed the military life for two
years.

Finally, Erasmus urges this, that the arms of the Church are the sword of the Word of God, the
shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, the breast-plate of justice, and the javelins of prayer, as St.
Paul teaches, 243and therefore Christians ought not to fight with a sword and with weapons.

I answer, first, that St. Paul is not describing war against men but against demons, as is clear from
that very passage, “For our wrestling is not, etc.” Second, I say that the principal arms of Christians
are faith and prayer, but that arms of steel are not therefore unnecessary, for we read that through
the prayer of Moses and the fighting of Josue the victory over Amalech was given by God to the
Israelites, 244 and we know that the Maccabees fought with both prayer and arms, and St. Augustine
writes to Boniface, “Take arms in your hands, let prayer assail the ears of God.” 245 And to the
same Boniface he writes, “Some by praying for you fight against invisible enemies, you labor for
them by fighting against visible barbarians.” 246

But, they say, war is opposed to peace, and peace is good and the effect of charity, therefore war is
evil.

I answer that war is opposed to peace in this wise, that it may be also a means towards peace, but
this is the difference between a just war and an unjust one, that an unjust war is opposed to a good
peace and leads to an evil peace, and therefore such a war is harmful; but a just war is opposed to an
evil peace and leads to a good peace, just as the wounds made by a surgeon are opposed to that evil
and imperfect health which sick people have, but lead to good and perfect health as an end.

CHAPTER 15

Those who treat of such matter usually enumerate four conditions of a just war, lawful authority, a
just cause, a good intention, and a suitable method. But each must be discussed by itself.
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The first condition, then, is lawful authority. For St. Augustine says, “The proper order among
human beings, adapted to peace, demands this, that there be authority for undertaking a war and
deliberation on the part of the leader, but the soldiers owe to common peace and safety the duty of
carrying out orders.” 247 And reason proves this; for private citizens, and those who have a
superior, if they are injured by any one, can have recourse to the superior, and seek judgment from
him. But if rulers suffer anything at the hands of another ruler, they have no common tribunal
before which they may accuse the aggressor, and therefore it is lawful for them to oppose public
wrongs by war.

Moreovert, this authority for declaring war resides, according to common opinion, in all rulers, and
in nations, who in temporal affairs have no superior, such as are all kings, likewise the Republic of
Venice and similar States, and likewise some Dukes and Counts who are subject to no one in secular
matters; not, however, those Dukes and Counts who are immediately subject to kings, for those who
are subject to others are not in themselves heads of the State, but rather members. Note,
nevertheless, that this authority is not requisite for defensive war, but only for offensive; for it is
lawtul for everyone to defend himself, whether he be a ruler or a private citizen, but to declare war,
ot to invade the territory of an enemy, is lawful only for the supreme head.

The second condition is a just cause; for war cannot be declared for any offense at all, but only for
the purpose of warding off an injury. Thus St. Augustine says: “Just wars are usually defined as those
in which injuries are avenged, when any nation or city which is to be attacked in war has either to
satisfy for what has been wickedly done by it, or to return what has been unjustly taken.” 248

The reason for this is that a ruler is the judge of his own subjects only, therefore he cannot punish
any crimes committed by the subjects of others, but only those which happen to the harm of his
own subjects; for even if he is not the ordinary judge of others, yet he is the defender of his own
people, and by reason of this obligation it comes to pass that he is also to a certain extent the judge
of those who do harm to his people, so that he can punish them with death.

Indeed, it should be observed that the cause of war should be neither trivial nor doubtful, but
weighty and certain, lest, perchance, the war bring about more harm than the hoped-for-good, hence
if there is any doubt a distinction must be made between the ruler and the soldiers, for the ruler
himself sins, without doubt; for war is an act of retributive justice, but it is unjust to punish any one
for a cause not yet proved; but the soldiers do not sin unless it is plainly evident that the war is
unlawful, for subjects ought to obey their superior, nor should they criticize his commands, but they
should rather suppose that their ruler has a good reason, unless they clearly know the contrary; just
as when the offense of some particular individual is doubtful, the judge who condemns him sins, but
not the executioner who carries out the sentence of death imposed on the condemned; for the
executioner is not bound to criticize the sentence of the judge. So teaches Pope Boniface.
“Whoever,” says he, “carries out the orders of a judge seems to have done no wrong, since he is
under the necessity of obeying.” 249 And St. Augustine says, “Thus it is that a just man, if perchance
he is fighting under a wicked king, can justly fight under his orders, preserving the order of civic
peace, provided he is certain that what he is commanded is not against the command of God, or
even when it happens that he is not certain, so that while perhaps the wickedness of the command
makes the king a criminal, the duty of obeying proves the soldier to be guiltless.” 250
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Note, however, that this is to be understood of soldiers who are bound to a prince who is waging
war, namely, that they are his subjects, and also of those who receive a regular salary from him even
in times of peace, but not of those who come from another place when war is to be carried on; for
these are not obliged to fight, nor can they take part in the war with a safe conscience unless they
know the war is just; but those who give no thought to the matter, but are ready to fight whether the
war is just or not, provided they are paid, are on the road to damnation.

The third condition is a good intention. For, since the end of war is peace and public tranquillity, it
is not lawful to undertake war for any other end, hence those sin seriously, whether rulers or
soldiers, who begin a war either to injure someone, or to extend their empire, or to show warlike
prowess, or for any other cause than the common good, even if lawful authority and a just cause are
not lacking. So St. Augustine, in the Epistle to Count Boniface, says “The will should esteem peace,
necessity only should bring about war, that God may deliver us from the necessity of war and
preserve us in peace; for peace is not sought in order that war may be waged, but war is waged that
peace may be attained. Be ye, therefore, desirous of peace even in war, so that those whom you are
fighting may be brought by conquest to the unity of peace.” 251 And, “Desire of injuring, cruelty in
avenging, an unpacified and implacable spirit, fierceness in renewing war, lust for power, and any
similar faults, these are the things which are rightly condemned in war.” 252

Two things, however, should be noted. First, since war is a sort of means to peace, but very hard
and dangerous, therefore war should not be begun in haste, when there is cause, but peace should
first be sought by some easier means, namely, by peacefully seeking the reparation due from the
enemy. “If at any time thou come to fight against a city, thou shalt first offer it peace, etc.” 253 And
St. Augustine says, “The will should esteem peace, necessity only should bring about war.” 254

But some one may ask, if the enemy at first is unwilling to make satisfaction, yet almost immediately
after, when the war has been begun, seeks peace and offers reparation, whether in such a case his
opponent is bound to give up war. Cajetan, under the heading Bellum, says that he is not bound to
give it up when the war has already been begun, although before it was begun he was bound to
accept satisfaction. But (with due deference to any better opinion) it seems that we ought to say that
he who has a just cause is never bound in justice to accept satisfaction, either before the beginning
of the war of after; yet by reason of charity he is bound in both cases, unless something to the
contrary intervenes. The reason for the first is that a ruler having just cause for war bears the
character of judge with regard to the other ruler who has done him an injury, but a judge is not
bound in justice to pardon a criminal from the death penalty, even if he offers satisfaction, although,
if he is the supreme judge, he can pardon him out of mercy. For example, a king is not bound to
spare the life of a thief who makes restitution, although he may do so through mercy. The reason for
the latter is that war is a most severe infliction, by which not only he who has offended is punished,
but incidentally many innocent persons are also involved. Therefore, Christian charity seems always
to exact this, that the war should end when he who has done the injury offers the satisfaction due,
unless by chance something has accidentally intervened, that is, unless the enemy against whom war
is being waged be such that it is expedient for the common good either that he be made subject to
another or that he be utterly destroyed, and such were the Amalechites whom God ordered to be
utterly wiped out. 255

Secondly, it should be noted that this third condition differs from the two preceding, because if
these are absent they make the war unjust, but if this last is absent it makes the war evil, but not,
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strictly speaking, unjust. For whosoever begins a war without authority or without a just cause, sins
not only against charity, but also against justice, and he is not so much a soldier as a robber; but he
who has authority and a just cause, and yet makes war from a love of revenge, or the desire of
increasing his domain, or for any other evil motive, does not act against justice, but only against
charity, and is not a robber, but a wicked soldier. From which it follows that when this third
condition alone is lacking, neither soldiers nor kings are bound to any restitution, but only to
repentance; but when the first or the second is lacking, all are bound to repair the damage inflicted,
unless they are excused by reason of invincible ignorance; for just as gross and culpable ignorance
does not excuse from sin, so neither does it excuse from restitution, as appears in the last chapter on
injuries and the loss inflicted. But he who acts in invincible ignorance is not bound to restitution
while he so acts, but when he recognizes that the war is unjust he is bound to restitution, not for
injury inflicted during the war, but he is if through that war he has acquired anything that does not
belong to him; and if he has taken no money, but yet has become richer by the sale of goods, he is
bound to make restitution to the extent to which he has enriched himself; for he cannot retain the
property of another, even if by reason of ignorance he has acquired it without sin, but restoration
should be made either to the original owner, if he is known, or to the poor.

The fourth condition is the suitable manner, which consists chiefly in this, that no innocent person
be harmed, as John the Baptist explains, “Do violence to no man; neither calumniate any man; and
be content with your pay.” 256 By these words he forbids the injuries which soldiers usually inflict
on the innocent, either by violence or by trickery, whether to person or to property. When he says,
“Do violence to no man,” he forbids the injury which open violence inflicts on one’s person, as
when soldiers kill peasants who do not readily obey. When he says, “neither calumniate any,” he
forbids the injury done by fraud and calumny, as when soldiers say that a certain man is a traitor or
an enemy although they know that the contrary is true, and on this charge they either rob him
themselves, or they kill him, or they bring him before the ruler or the prefects. And when he adds,
“and be content with your pay,” he forbids the injury done not to the person, but to his property, as
when soldiers rob and plunder wherever they can, or even exact and extort from those from whom
they should not.

But it must be observed that there are three classes of persons on whom soldiers cannot inflict
injury, according to the rule of John the Baptist. The first class is that of all those who are not
enemies of the State; by reason of which soldiers cannot be excused who inflict injury on citizens, or
friendly peasants on whom they are quartered, or through whose property they are passing, and they
are not excused if they say that their salary has not been paid to them; for the goods of private
citizens are not therefore due them, nor should they inflict punishment on a citizen or a peasant, if
the king or the ruler sins by not paying the wages to the soldiers, unless by chance, for just cause, the
men of some certain place have been condemned to this punishment, namely, that they must
maintain the soldiers, which, however, happens more rarely than otherwise.

The second class is that of those who, even if they are in some way enemies of the State, yet are
excused in the canon Innovamus, on truce and peace, where it is written thus: “We decree that
priests, monks, those in religious houses, pilgrims, merchants, farmers either going to or returning
from market, or employed in agriculture, and the beasts with which they plow or carry seed to the
tield, are to enjoy fitting security.” Here by the name merchants are not meant those who live in the
country of the enemy, and form a certain part of the State, but only those who are passing through
or who are coming for the market-day, who are not members of the State.
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The third class is that of those unfit for war, such as are children, old men, and women; for such,
even if they can be seized and robbed, since they are part of the State, yet they cannot justly be
killed, unless perchance they are slain unintentionally or accidentally; as when a soldier casts a javelin
against a battalion of the enemy, and by chance a child, or a woman, or even a priest, is killed, the
soldier does not sin, but he sins when he kills intentionally, and can, if he wishes, refrain from
killing; for both natural reason teaches this, and God has also commanded this to the

Jews, 257 namely, that they should spare the children and the women, and Theodosius was setriously
reproved by St. Ambrose because, when he wished to punish the Thessalonians, he ordered all those
whom he met to be killed without discrimination, as Theodoret relates. 258 But if Moses sometimes
ordered even women and children to be killed, 259 this is not therefore lawful for our soldiers; for
Moses clearly knew from the Revelation of God, that God, to Whom no man can say, “Why dost
Thou thus?”” so willed it.

CHAPTER 16

This question of a war against the Turks could have been omitted if Luther had not raised it, among
his other paradoxes, and attempted to defend it: that it is not licit for Christians to wage war against
the Turks, as is manifest in article 34, condemned in the Bull of Leo. Theodore Bibliander appears
to agree with Luther, in Tabula 13 of the Chronology, where he says: “Urban, or rather one more
savage than a mob impelled by an evil spirit delighted by homicides, urged a war aimed at recovering
Judaea.”

It should be noted, however, that Luther did not deny that a war against the Turks is licit, because
he judges in general that every war is illicit; for, in the assertion of the same article he urges a war
against the Pope whom he says is the most Turkish of Turks; nor because he thinks Christians have
no just cause; for it is manifest to everyone that the Turks had no right to occupy Christian
kingdoms and that they want to occupy more every day. For it is clear that they want to obliterate
every [non-Muslim] religion and that they make every effort to bring to about that men be changed
from being Christian to being Muslim. Finally it is clear that former Pontiffs, like Urban the Second,
Paschal the Second, Eugene the Third, and many others, and, in addition, General Councils, like the
Lateran, Lyons, Vienne, and others, declared war on the Muslims, and that Saint Bernard and other
holy men urged people to undertake this war, and that their sermons were confirmed by miracles, as
Bernard modestly indicates at the beginning of Book 1I, de Consideratione. Nor does Luther deny
any of this. But there are three reasons why he felt that it was not licit to go to war against the Turks.

First, because it seems to be the will of God that we are punished by the Turks, as it were by a kind
of scourge, nor is it permissible for us to resist the will of God. That it is the will of God, moreover,
he proves in the assertion of article 34, from the experience that has taught that no benefit has
resulted to Christians from warring against the Turks.

But this first argument is worth little, for even if it were the will of God that our sins be punished by
the Turks, it is not His will that we should cease to resist the Turk; rather, it is His will that we resist.
This is proved by the purpose intended. For God does not permit the Turk to be enraged so that we
perish but that we be converted. Then, however, we are led to conversion when we strive to resist
the Turks who wage war against us. When we struggle to resist the attacks of the Turks, we
recognize from our struggle our weakness and then we turn to God with our whole heart and
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implore His help. Therefore, from the purpose for which God permits the Turks to be enraged
against us, it manifestly follows that He wills that we resist the Turks. Moreover, the warfare of the
Turks is a scourge of God on the sense that a pestilence is, or hunger, or heresy, or incitements to
sin, and the like. But no one is so stupid as therefore to think that there should be no search for
medicines to fight pestilence, nor that the earth be not cultivated lest we die of hunger, nor that
heresy or occasions of sin should not be resisted.

Nor is what Luther says true, that experience teaches that war against the Turks is ineffective; for if I
omit the many victories reported for the Turks, certainly as soon as war was waged in the land of
promise, a most gratifying outcome was our recovery of Jerusalem and a Christian rule over it for
eighty-eight years. And they recovered more and more until conflicts broke out between the
Christian Princes themselves, so that the Turk now occupies more by reason of discord among ours
rather than by enemy power. And the most powerful source of these disagreements was Luther
himself. For, as is clear from John Cochleus, in his Acts of Luther, of the 1526, Hungary perished
because the Germans, called upon to help by the King of Hungary, preferred to obey Luther who
was then preaching opposition to the war against the Turks. At least the war had this amount of
good, that the Turk was prevented from doing as much harm as he wanted. Unless he was fought up
to this point, he would already have obtained everything.

His second reason is that tribulation and persecution are more beneficial to the Church than victory
and tranquillity; there, in a sermon on matrimony, he finds fault with the custom of the Church to
pray for peace and quiet when instead there should have been prayer for tribulation. But, we reply,
that tribulation and persecution are indeed useful but also perilous and, therefore, not be sought but
to be tolerated when it could not be otherwise. Whence, in Matthew, chapter VI, we are
commanded to pray: “And lead us not into temptation,” and in I Timothy, II, the Apostle
commands prayer for kings, in order that we may lead a peaceful and tranquil life. And St.
Augustine, in book X of the Confessions, in chapter 28, says that deplorable things are to be
tolerated not to be loved, nor desired nor sought.

A third cause, and this appears to be the principal one, a hatred for the Pontiff, for with so greata
hatred did Luther pursue the Pontiff that he clearly wished to see the Turk occupy all the kingdoms
of Christendom, so that at least in that way the name of the Pontiff would be extinguished. Nor do
we conjecture that this was his wish and desire but we conclude this from his words. For in his book
addressed to the nobility of Germany, in chapter 25, that there was no more attractive regime up to
now than that among the Turks who were governed by the laws of the Koran, and none more evil
than the regime among Christians who are ruled by Canon and civil law. And in the assertion of
Article 34, he says that the Pontiff and Pontifical acts are much more evil and more hostile than the
Turks and that it is stupid to fight for more evil “Turks” against their betters, and in a certain letter
opposed to two Imperial commands: “I beg,” he writes, all “devout Christians, that we in no way
support nor enter into the military, nor give anything against the Turks, since the Turks are ten times
more prudent and more honest than our Princes are.” By which words what else did he try to urge
but that the Turks are to be helped against Christians?

But this opinion carries so great an absurdity and impiety that even the same Luther, when his fury
had somewhat cooled, clearly wrote the contrary. For he thus writes in a book on a Saxon visit:

“Some preachers,” he says, “dangerously cry out that the Turks should not be resisted. This talk is
seditious and should neither be held nor permitted. The powers, therefore, are obliged to resist the
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Turks who not only long to devastate the provinces but to violate and kill wives and children and
also to violate and abolish provincial rights, the worship of God, and every good ordinance. Because
of this especially, rulers must wage war.” And, in the same place: “It would be much more tolerable
for a good man to witness the death of his children than to see them imbued with the customs of
the Turks: for the Turks neither know nor care for any decency whatever.”

CHAPTER 17

The fifth question follows, namely, the scope of political magistracy in the sphere of religion. The
errors in regard to this are three in number. The first is that of those who attribute too much
authority to magistrates, as does Brentius in his prolegomena and Philip in a commonplace book, in
the chapter on the magistracy; it is the error also of those who desire kings to be not only the
guardians and defenders of religion, but also its judges and teachers. For they say in regard to them
that it pertains to special members of the Church to judge disputes concerning the faith, to preside
over general councils, to appoint ministers and pastors, and the like.

Concerning this error we have argued much in the controversy on the judge of disputes, 260 where
we have shown that kings hold first place among Christians, inasmuch as Christians are men, that s,
as citizens of an earthly state, not as citizens of the heavenly kingdom and servants of God, and as
members of the Church. For in this respect Bishops hold first place, and especially the supreme
Pontiff; second, priests; third, deacons, and other ministers of the Church; last, laics, among whom
kings and princes are numbered.

Hence St. Chrysostom, addressing the deacons, says: “If any leader, if the consul himself, if the one
who wears the royal crown, acts unworthily, restrain and punish him, for you have more authority
than he.” 261 And Gelasius in his epistle to the Emperor Athanasius says: “O my most gentle son,
although you rule with earthly pomp over the human race, yet, as a devout man, you yield
submission to those who have authority in Divine things, and at their hands you await the means of
your salvation, and in receiving the heavenly Sacraments from those whose duty it is to dispense
them, you acknowledge that you should submit to the ordained authority in religion rather than
command. Know, therefore, that in these matters you are dependent upon their judgment, and that
they cannot be made to conform to your will.”

Finally, Christ committed the task of governing His Church to Peter and the Bishops, not to
Tiberius and his prefects, and for three hundred years without there being any Christian rulers,
except a very few, who either ruled for a very short time, as Philip Caesar, or ruled only in another
province, as Lucius, King of the Britons, the Church was governed most successfully by bishops and
priests alone. For further points, see the passages cited.

CHAPTER 18

The second error is that of those who, going to the other extreme, teach that rulers should care for
the State and the public peace, but they should not be concerned about religion, but should allow
everyone to think as he pleases and to live as he pleases, provided he does not disturb the public
peace. This error was formerly held by the pagans, who permitted all religions, and allowed the sects
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of all the philosophers, as St. Augustine says. 262 Hence St. Leo says, “But this State, ignorant of the
Author of its progress, when it was ruling over almost every nation, preserved the errors of every
nation and seemed to have taken to itself much religion, since it rejected no falsity.” 263 And, as
Socrates relates, the philosopher Themistius attempted to persuade the Emperor Valens that a
multiplicity of sects was pleasing to God, because He is thus worshipped in many ways, and because
this is more advantageous, since He is known with difficulty. 264 And so a certain heresiarch,
Rhetor by name, taught that all sects were true, as is stated by St. Augustine. 265

Finally, the Germans desired and obtained this freedom in the year 1526, when the leaders and the
princes of the empire were gathered together Spire, and they are now said to be seeking the same
thing in Flanders. The arguments of these are chiefly four in number. One, that faith is free.
Another, that it is the gift of God. The third, that experience teaches that nothing is gained by force.
The fourth, that Christians always tolerated the Jews, although they were the enemies of Christ.

But this error is most harmful, and without doubt Christian rulers are in duty bound not to allow
freedom of belief to their subjects, but to afford opportunity that that faith may be preserved which
the Catholic Church, and especially the supreme Pontiff, says should be held. It is proved first from
Scripture, “the king, that sitteth on the throne of judgment, scattereth away all evil with his

look.” 266 And likewise, “A wise king scattereth the wicked.” 267 Indeed, it cannot be denied that
heretics are impious. And the same is said, “And now, O ye kings, understand, receive instructiion,
you that judge the earth. Serve ye the Lord with fear.” 268

St. Augustine says: “The king serves God in one way as a man, and in another as a king; as a man, he
serves Him by living in fidelity to His law, and since he is also a king, he serves by promulgating just
laws, and forbidding the opposite, and by giving them a fitting and strong sanction; just as Ezechias
served by destroying the shrines and temples of the idols; just as King Josias served by himself doing
like things; just as the King of the Ninevites served by compelling the whole State to appease God;
just as Darius served by giving the breaking of the idols into the power of Daniel; just as
Nabuchodonosor served by forbidding by a terrible law all those dwelling in his kingdom to
blaspheme God.” 269 And in the same place he adds: “Who, being in his right mind, will say to
kings: ‘In your kingdom have no care as to that by which the Church of your Lord is supported or
opposed,” ‘In your kingdom it is not your affair who wishes to be devout or sacrilegious,” to whom it
cannot be said: In your kingdom it is not your affair who wishes to be virtuous or who does not?”

Besides, in the New Testament, the Angel of Pergamus is censured because he kept about him some
who held the doctrine of the Nicolaites, and the Angel of Thyatira because he allowed Jezabel to
seduce the servants of God. 270 From which it is inferred that it is harmful to the Church to allow
heretics to mingle with Catholics. In the Epistle to the Romans Christians are commanded to turn
aside from heretics. 271St. Paul also says, “I would they were even cut off.” 272 “Wherefore rebuke
them sharply, that they may be strong in the faith.” 273 Therefore kings, who are the guardians of
the Church, 274 should not allow this intermingling.

Secondly, it is proved by the testimony of the Popes and the Emperors. Leo says: “You ought, O
Emperor, to realize that your kingly power has been conferred on you not only for ruling the world,
but especially for the purpose of giving aid to the Church, in order that by restraining the rashness
of wicked men you may defend those things which are well established and restore true peace to
those which are disturbed.” 275Pope Anastasius I, in his letter to the Emperor Anastasius, says: “I
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recommend this especially to Your Serenity, that when the reasons of the Alexandrines reach your
most pious ears you may force those men by your authority and wisdom, and by your Divine orders,
to return to the Catholic and true faith.” St. Gregory has like statements to the King of

England, 276 and to Leontia Augusta. 277 Agatho makes the same statements in his epistle to
Constantine IV.

Indeed, the pious Emperors were of the same opinion, for Theodosius; L. cuncotos populos, C. de
summa Trinitate et fide Catholica, utterly rooted out freedom of belief, which the other rulers had
allowed, and commanded all to believe what the Roman Pontiff teaches should be believed. St.
Ambrose praises Valentinian II. in his funeral oration because he had strongly resisted the City of
Rome when it asked that it might be granted its former liberty in religion, that it might worship by
offering sacrifice to the gods. Similarly, Marcian strictly prohibits any one from bringing in question
those doctrines which have been defined in the Councils of the Bishops, or from presuming to
argue about them in public.

Constantine the Great, indeed, at the beginning of his reign allowed liberty of religion to all, as is
clear from the History of Eusebius, 278 yet he afterwards ordered the temples of the idols to be
closed and the Christian religion alone to flourish, as Optatus asserts against Parmenides. 279 His
sons, Constans and Constantinus, imitated him, as St. Augustine states, 280 and (according to
Ruffinus) Constantine threatened with exile all those who did not assent to the definitions of the
Council of Nicaea. 281

Three are found who granted liberty of belief. The Emperor Jovinianus, who nevertheless was
admonished by the Council of Antioch not to mingle Catholics with heretics, as Socrates

writes. 282 The Emperor Valens the Arian allowed liberty of religion to all heretics and pagans, as
Theodoret writes. 283Finally, Julian the Apostate, who permitted liberty for the reason that he
hoped thus to wipe out Christianity: for thus says St. Augustine, “Julian, the betrayer and enemy of
Christ, allowed the freedom of perdition to heretics, and then gave to the heretics the basilicas that
had been temples of demons, thinking that by this means the name of Christian might perish from
the earth, if he should destroy the unity of the Church from which he had fallen away and should
allow sacrilegious disputes to be freely indulged in.”

It is proved, thirdly, by reason. First, the temporal and spiritual power in the Church are not two
separate and distinct things, as two political kingdoms, but they are united so that they form one
body; or rather they exist as the body and soul in one man, for spiritual power is as the soul, and
temporal power as the body, as St. Gregory Nazianzen teaches in his sermon to the people when
struck by fear. Therefore the temporal power ought to serve the spiritual and to protect and defend
it from enemies, and, as St. Gregory says, the earthly kingdom should serve the heavenly; 284 but
this liberty is deadly to the Church; for the bond of the Church is the confession of one faith, “One
faith,” 285 and for this reason dissension in faith is the dissolution of the Church. Therefore, rulers
ought in no way to permit this liberty, if they wish to fulfill their duty.

Secondly, when the true religion flourished among the Jews, the kings could not allow liberty of
religion, therefore much less should Christian kings permit it; for the Church should be no less
rightly governed than the Synagogue. The antecedent is clear from the Scriptures, 286 where by the
otder of the civil judge those who did not obey the priests should be put to death. And he orders the
false prophets likewise to be slain, 287 as St. Augustine states, 288 concerning Josaphat, Josias, and
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the other pious kings, who destroyed the shrines and temples of the idols, and severely punished the
idolaters, and compelled the people to worship the true God. But that a little before the time of
Christ heresies had begun to be permitted, and especially that of the Sadducees, who denied the
resurrection, is not wonderful, because the Synagogue at that time was drawing near its end, nor did
it have asking at that time a real Jew to have a care of such matters, but Herod and Idumean, while
the high priests could do nothing.

Thirdly, liberty of belief is dangerous even to the temporal welfare of the kingdom and to public
peace, as is clear, first, from St. Gregory, 289 when he says that the safety of the civil State depends
on the peace of the Church. Then from reason: for where faith and obedience are rendered to God,
there also will the same be rendered to the ruler; for faith itself teaches and exacts this. Likewise, a
dissension in faith causes dissensions in minds and wills, but every kingdom divided against itself
will fall; and experience of our own time shows this so clearly that we need not strive to prove it.

Fourthly, liberty of belief is dangerous to those very men to whom it is granted; for liberty of belief
is nothing less than liberty of error, and of error in regard to the most dangerous of all matters; for
faith is not true if it not one, “One Faith,” 290 therefore liberty of falling away from this one faith is
liberty of plunging headlong into the abyss of errors. Therefore, just as liberty of wandering through
the mountains is not permitted to sheep, and for its own safety a ship is not freed from the rudder,
nor allowed to be driven by any wind at all, so also for their own safety freedom of belief is not
given to the people, after they have given their adherence to the one true faith.

CHAPTER 19

A third error is that of George Cassander, in his book about the duty of a pius man, where he
teaches that rulers ought to find a peaceful coexistence between Catholics, Lutherans, Calvinists and
others. But meanwhile, so long as they have not found an agreement, they ought to permit to each
one his faith, provided all accept Scripture and the Apostles’ Creed. For so long as they have found
no “modus vivendi,” they ought to permit to everyone his faith, provided they accept the Scripture
and the Apostles’ Creed. For in this way all are members of the Church, even though they disagree
over particular dogmas. Pacifiers of the past taught similar proposals, in the testimony of the
Emperor Zeno. Concerning this matter, see Evagrius, Book III, Chapters 14 & 30. Likewise,
Apelles, should not be debated, since it is enough to believe in the Crucified One. This is a manifest
error, and against it wrote John of Louvain, of Catholic Doctors, and John Calvin, among heretics.

This opinion can be easily refuted: first of all, Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinists cannot be
reconciled in this manner, for in this respect they cannot agree on the Creed, for example,
concerning the article, “He descended into hell,” we have the most diverse understandings; for we
believe that the substance of the Soul of Christ, separated from his Body, descended to the Limbo
of the Fathers; some of the heretics propose that “Christ descended into hell” means nothing else
than that he was buried; others think simply that it means that “He suffered the pains of Hell.”
Similarly, the article, “I believe in the Holy Church” we understand in diverse ways. And also, the
“Communion of Saints” is differently understood, and there are controversies over each of the
Sacraments. Finally, over the words, “the remission of sins” we differ most widely.

Cassander says it is sufficient that all confess that the Creed is true, and that we accept it.
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To the contrary! The Creed in one, and faith is placed not simply in words but in their meanings.
For that reason, we do not agree on the same Creed if we disagree on its interpretation. Moreover, if
it were enough to accept the words of the Creed, scarcely any of the past heretics would have been
rightly condemned. For the Arians, the Novatians, the Nestorians, and almost all others, accepted
the words of the Apostles’ Creed, but because there was disagreement over their meaning, therefore,
they were condemned and expelled from the Catholic Church.

Secondly, the basic premise of Cassander is false, for the true members of the Church cannot be
called Lutherans and Calvinists even though they agree with us on the Creed, because, in addition to
that faith, submission to the Head of the Church constituted by Christ and communal sharing with
other members are required; for the Church is one visible body, and therefore it has a visible head
and members; nor can that be called a member which is separated from a head and body. Certainly,
Aerius [sic], even though he was in agreement with Catholics over the meaning of the Creed,
nevertheless because he was unwilling to submit to the Bishop and remain in communion with other
members, he is placed in the catalog of heretics by Epiphanius and Augustine; and Cyprian, in the
second epistle of Book 4, declares that Novatian is outside the Church because he was unwilling to
submit to the Pontiff Cornelius, even if he had introduced no other heresy.

Thirdly, Cassander speaks as if the only disagreements between Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinists
were over human rites and ceremonies; but many dogmas over which we disagree, even those not
expressly stated in the Creed, are of the greatest importance, and because of them no peace between
Catholics and Lutherans can be hoped for. Thus, for example, we say that the Mass is the most
divine worship of God; but they declare that it is the most abhorrent of idolatries; similarly, the
invocation of the Saints is for us piety, but for them impiety, et cetera.

Fourthly, the saintly Fathers of the Church have taught us that not only the Creed but all other
dogmas of the faith, even though they appear minute, we are to preserve inviolate, nor may we allow
them to be changed in any way for the sake of heretics. Paul says that he was unwilling to yield to
false brethren even for an hour. (Galatians, II) And when the Arians once begged Catholics that they
might omit just one word which is present neither in Scripture nor in the Apostles’ Creed, or that
they might change just one letter, that is, that they might say not “homoousion” but “homoiousion,”
and if this were done, they would promise peace: Catholics were unwilling and they wrote to the
Emperor that it would be impious to change anything already defined, and that if anything of what
was reasonably approved should be changed, peace would not on that account exist, nor would
peace be possible among those who ignore the rights of peace. See Theodoretus, Book II of his
history, chapters 18 and 19, or Trip. Book V, Chapters 21 and 33, and this was accepted as true in
the Council of Ariminium [now Rimini, in Italy]; for when the more simple Catholics, deceived by
the Arians, decreed that the word “homoousion” should be removed, soon the Arians all over the
wortld preached that they had conquered, and, not content with removing the word “homoousion”
and substituting for it “homoiousion,” a little later they transformed the very word “homoiousion”
into “heterousion,” that is, “of dissimilar substance,” as Theodoret relates, in Book II of his history,
Chapter 21.

Hence, Basil, asked by the Prefect of the Emperor Valens that he comply with the times and not
allow so many churches to be troubled over a small dogma, replied: “Whoever are nourished by
divine words may not allow even a single syllable of divine dogmas to be corrupted, nor even a
single syllable to perish, and, in support of them, to embrace even any kind of death.” (See
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Theodoret, Book IV, Chapter 17, Ecclesiastical History) Endowed with the same constancy,
Eustathius and Sylvanus, whom the Emperor threatened with exile, unless they removed the word
“homoousian,” replied, “You have the power to punish, nevertheless, we will not destroy what has
been established by the Fathers.” (See History, Tripar, Book V, Chapter 24.)

Finally, Gelasius, in a letter to Euphemius, on the petition of a heretic that the Pope condescend to
them, that is, that he relax any point of Catholic Faith in the interest of peace, elegantly joked,
“When, however, you say that we ought to condescend to you, you thereby show that you are
descending or have already descended. Hence I ask, whence is that descent? You see, acknowledge,
and do not deny that some parts have been displaced from a certain high place, from their Catholic
and Apostolic communion, to a heretical and condemned position; but you also want to push those
remaining on a higher position, and you invite us to descend along with you from the heights to the
depths. You, rather, we beg to ascend with us from the depths to the heights.”

Fifthly, it is impossible to be free to believe in one certain dogma, without, for the same reason, to
be free to believe in all of them, even in those which are contained in the Apostles’ Creed; for there
is unquestionably one rule of faith, and that certain in all points that are believed, namely, the word
of God as interpreted by the Church. If, therefore, I believe in the Church as it hands on to me the
Apostles’ Creed, which I would not otherwise know is from the Apostles, unless the Church says it
is; for the same reason I am obliged to believe that I ought to invoke the Saints, because the same
Church teaches this; or if I were unable to believe this, for the same reason I cannot believe that this
creed is from the apostles.

In the sixth place, that opinion of Cassander in new, and first thought up by him, as he
acknowledges at the start, and therefore it ought to be held suspect. For as Vincent Lerins
beautifully says, in his minor work against profane works, what is new cannot be without suspicion;
since the true Faith is one and most ancient.

In the seventh place, that opinion renders the true Church altogether hidden and invisible, even
more, composed of flatterers and pretenders; for Cassander says, two things are required of the true
Church, faith in Christ and peace with men, and from that he deduces that those who militantly
inveigh against Catholics and Lutherans do not belong to the Church, but only those who are at
peace with all. Therefore, those who belong to the Church can only be hidden, both those who
pretend with Catholics that they are enemies of Lutherans, and with Lutherans that they are enemies
of Catholics. For Catholics cannot allow within their flock any who show by external signs that they
prefer Lutherans: among Lutherans also, even though all sects are permitted in the same provinces,
nevertheless no sect allows within it friends of other sects, as has been noted: therefore, those
pacifist and dissembling men are all feigning and hypocritical, professing one thing orally and
concealing another thing in their hearts, and like Herod who was a foreigner with foreigners, with
Jews Jewish; for he erected temples both to Caesar and to God, as Josephus relates in Book XV of
his Antiquities, Chapters 13 and 14.

Add what Cassander confesses, that those colleagues of his are few and hidden. But from this it
appears that they cannot constitute a Church; for a Church is in the open and visible, so that it is
said by the Lord (in Matthew, V) to be situated on a mountain. Finally, the true Church cannot be
without shepherds (Ephesians IV); but those hidden men have no pastors nor can they have, so long
as they remain hidden; consequently, they have no Church.
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CHAPTER 20

A final question remains concerning the penalties for heresy, which, after a judgment and declaration
of the Church, political rulers can and ought to inflict. We will begin, however, with their books and
we will show that the books of heretics are justly condemned and burned. This, therefore, is first
proven from an ancient and perpetual custom, not only of Christians but of the nations.

First, Valerius Maximus relates (in Book 1, Chapter 1) that when certain books were found in Rome
which considerably undermined religion, the Practor Urbanus, by the authority of the Senate, burnt
them before the gaze of the people. Marcus Tullius [Cicero] relates, in Book I of the work,
“Concerning the Nature of the Gods,” that Protagoras Abderites, because he had written books
harmful to religion, by order of the Athenians, was banished from the city and the country and his
books burnt in the assembly.

Then, in the time of the Apostles, Luke relates (in the Acts, Chapter XIX), that many of those
converted by the Apostles brought out fanciful and trivial books and burnt them before all, and
Clement, in Book I of the Constitutions of the Apostles, Chapter 7, says that the Apostles forbade
to the faithful from the start, the books of the Gentiles and of false prophets. Eusebius also writes,
in Book VII of his history, Chapter 6, that Dionysius, the Bishop of Alexandria, who flourished
around the year 250, was reprehended by the Faithful because he read the books of heretics.

During a later period, the zeal of the faithful in opposition to the books of heretics increased; for the
Council of Nicea sentenced the books of heretics to burning, as Nicephorus witnesses in Book VIII,
Chapter 18, and Constantius ordered that it be carried out, threatening the death penalty if anyone
concealed the books of Arius, as is manifest from his letter to Socrates, Book I, Chapter 24.
Marcellus of Ancyra was condemned because he was unwilling to burn the books containing his
errors; for heretics were not admitted for repentance, if they had not first burnt their books.

About the same time, in a Synod assembled on Cyprus, Epiphanius forbade that the books of
Origen be read, as Socrates relates in Book IV, Chapter 9, of his history, and the Fourth Council of
Carthage, in canon 16, permits only Bishops to read the books of heretics in a time of need. Not
much later, when the heresy of Nestorius was condemned in the Council of Ephesus, the books,
also, of Nestorius were forbidden and were ordered burnt by the Emperor Theodosius, as Liberatus
reports in Chapter 10 of the Breviary, and the law Theodosius, Damnato C., concerning heretics, is
still extant. About the same time, the law of Honorius and Theodosius was promulgated, by which
Mathematicians were ordered to burn, in the sight of Bishops, all books in which there is anything
opposed to the Catholic Faith. For a similar reason the books of Eutyches are condemned, and it is
forbidden by the Emperors Valentinian and Martinus that anyone read them or dare to possess
them but that all of them, found by a very diligent search, be burned, as is made clear by the Council
of Chalcedon, Actor. III, and the law itself which is still extant, “L. Quicumque, parag. Nulli,” and
the paragraph “Omnes, C. de Hereticis.”

At that same time, Saint Leo, in letter 91, to Turbius, Chapters 15 and 16, forbade the reading of

heretical books of whatever kind, and added that those Bishops who allowed them to be kept in the
homes of the faithful, ought to be judged as heretical; a little later, Gelasius, in a Council of seventy
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Bishops, as is noted in “dist. 15, can. S. Romana,” proposed an index of heretics, whose books, he
says, should be avoided.

Later, in the Fifth Synod, after Anthymus was condemned, his books were also condemned, and the
Emperor Justinian instituted a grave penalty, namely, the amputation of the hands of those who
write that kind of books and ordered that such books be burned. This regulation is present in Book
I of the Acts of the Fifth Synod St. Gregory, and in Novellis, regulation 42. St. Gregory, in Book
XIV of his Morals, Chapter 32, relates that by the order of the Emperor Tiberius the book of
Eutychius (whom the same Gregory had convicted of heresy) was burned. In the Seventh Synod,
also, Act 5, the books of heretics are condemned and ordered burned, and in canon 9, those who
read the books of heretics are excommunicated. The Council of Constance, session 8, confirms the
decree of the Council of Rome, by which the reading of the books of John Wycliff was forbidden.
Finally, the Council of Trent ordered that an index of the books of heretics be made, so that all
might know which books should be avoided and burned. From this it is manifest that the same
custom was always present in the Church.

Added to the discussion of this matter is the fact that there are scarcely any books of the ancient
heretics extant; for how have so many books vanished, of Valentinian, Marcion, Arius, Eunomius,
Nestorius, Pelagius, and others, to which the Fathers have responded?

There is proof, secondly, from reason; for the discussions of heretics are dangerous and therefore
should be avoided, therefore, even much more noxious and pestilential and to be avoided are their
books. In the Letter to the Romans, Chapter XVI, v. 17-18: “Brothers, I beg you to be on watch
against those who cause dissension and scandal, contrary to the teaching you have received. Avoid
their company... ... they deceive the simpleminded with smooth and flattering speech.” In 11
Timothy, c. 3, v. 5 “Avoid these!” In Titus, c. II1, v. 10: “Avoid a heretic.” The Second Letter of
John, v. 10: “If anyone comes to you who does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your
house; do not even greet him nor say ‘hello’ to him.”

St. Irenaeus, in Book 111, Chapter 3: “The Apostles and their disciples had so great a dread, that they
would not communicate even by word with any one of those who had adulterated the truth.”

St. Cyprian (in Book I, third letter to Cornelius): “May our most dear brethren,” he says, “firmly
decline and avoid the words and conversations of those whose speech spreads like a cancer.” And
further on: “No transactions, no conversations, no entertainments should be engaged in, and let us
be as separated from them as they have distanced themselves from the Church.”

St. Athanasius [writes] of St. Anthony (in his Life): “Never,” he says, “did he bestow the least
friendly words on the Manichaeans or other heretics, while he denounced friendship and
conversations with them as threatening the loss of one’s soul... He so detested the Arians, that, as
he said to all, there should be no approach to them.” And St. Anthony himself, on the point of
death, said: “Avoid the poisons of heretics and schismatics and imitate my hatred of them; you
yourselves know that there was never for me any peaceful conversation with them.”

St. Augustine, in Epistle 62, “We warn that a heretic is to be avoided, lest he deceive those who are

infirm or inexperienced, to such an extent that we have not denied that he should be corrected by
any means possible and so on.” St. Leo, in his eighteenth sermon, on the Passion of the Lord:
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“Avoid the viperous conversations of heretics, let there be nothing in common between you and
them who are Christians only in name.” Thus, his warnings.

Now, therefore, if the talk of Heretics is by all means to be avoided, by how much more diligence
are their books. For the discussion written in books is more carefully composed and replete with
artifices than is employed in discussions. Then, too, the message is ever at hand: For lectures and
discussions are infrequent and words delivered by mouth are transient, but words in books remain
and are always available to us and even travel with us or stay at home with us. Moreover, books are
widely spread; for one can speak to almost the entire world at the same time, and books penetrate
the homes and studies of a multitude of those whom the author never sees and to those perhaps by
whom he would never be welcomed. Finally, experience teaches the same lesson: For John Wycliff
led astray very few by his living voice; for he taught only in England and left there scarcely and heirs
of his errors; but through his books he led astray the whole of Bohemia. Behold the Cochlacum
(Snail-shell) in the history of the Hussites!

But they object in opposition. First, because there are many good things in the books of heretics, it
seems stupid to deprive oneself of the good things because of the evil; and this is confirmed by the
fact that the writings of many of the Fathers would have to be burned. Likewise, because the Church
tolerates the books of Pagans, Jews, Turks, and also of ancient heretics like Origen, Tertullian,
Eusebius, and Pelagius.

I reply that truth should not be denied but neither should it be read in the books of heretics; for, as
it exists there, it injures rather than benefits. St. Gregory writes, in Book V, Chapter 11, of his
Morals: “This is characteristic of heretics, that they mix the true with the false and the good with the
bad; for if they spoke only the false and the evil, they would be rejected by all, if they taught only the
true and the good, they would not be heretics. Therefore, they mix everything and infect the good
with evil and conceal the evil with good; which is the reason why Christ and the Apostles forbade
the demons to talk the truth, lest, that is, through that truth, they might win faith in themselves.” In
Luke IV, v. 41: “The Lord did not allow the demons to say: “You are Christ, the Son of God.”” And
in Acts, XVI, v. 17: Paul forbade the Devil to say: ““These men are servants of the Most High God,
who announce to you the way of salvation.”

Moreover, it is not appropriate that truth be learned from heretics who are enemies of the truth. As
Gellius writes, in Book XVIII, Chapter XVI, “Among the Laecedaemonians, when there was
question of a principal feature of a republic, a certain eloquent and learned but dishonest and
infamous man uttered an excellent statement which, although it pleased everyone and it appeared
that a decree should be made in conformity with it, nevertheless, since it could not happen that the
best advice would be in league with the depravity of its author, a most admirable man was chosen
who, by the agreement of all, might declare the same statement, and the statement of this man was,
without any previous announcement, made into a decree.”

With reference to the validity of supporting views from the writings of the Fathers, I reply, first, that
the Fathers are not enemies of the Church, nor are their mistakes heresies but simply human errors.
Moreover, the errors of the Fathers are extinct, in no sense alive, so that they cannot injure us; for
an error injures so long as it is vigorously defended: The errors of the Fathers were not detected so
long as the Fathers were alive, for, otherwise, even they themselves would have corrected them, or
they would have been expelled from the Church: but their errors were detected and labeled after
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their death and were condemned by all, just as they would have [been] condemned by themselves, if
they were alive.

Concerning the writings of Pagans, I say they are tolerated because they do no harm as outmoded
errors. There are none, now, who would not laugh at the “dogmas of the Pagans;” nor do we ever
hear of Christians led astray by Pagans and embracing paganism in the way that they daily defect to
the company of heretics. Because indeed, there were many in the times of the Apostles who fought
against the dogmas of Pagans, Clement writes (in Book I of Const, Chapter 7) that books of the
Pagans were condemned and for the same reason the books of Pagans are forbidden in the Council
of Carthage IV, Chapter 16.

Concerning the books of the Jews and Turks, I remark that the books of Jews and Turks enjoy an
advantage over the books of heretics, for they are open enemies of Christians and do not err under
the name of “Christian,” as heretics do. As a consequence, even the most simple know how to
distinguish the dogmas of the Jews and Turks from Christian dogmas but are unable to discern
heresies unless they are well educated. In addition, the books of Jews and Turks are also prohibited
when they contain blasphemies against Christ, or are judged pernicious to Christians, as is the case

of the Talmud of the Jews.

Concerning the errors of Origen, Tertullian, Eusebius, and Pelagius, I can say that their writings are
permitted because their errors are a matter of the past and are helpful because of their antiquity. Add
the consideration that we have nothing of Pelagius under his name but only under the name of St.
Jerome, such as the brief commentaries on all the letters of St. Paul, the Creed falsely ascribed to
Damasus, and a certain letter to Demetriades which is found in Volume IV, whete there are also
some things savoring of the heresy of Pelagius [? “ubi sunt etiam alia Pelagii haeresim sapientia”?]

A second argument, from Paul, who in I Thessalonians, Chapter V, verses 20 and 21, says: “Do not
spurn prophecies. Test everything; retain what is good.” For the meaning is: If someone predicts the
future or interprets Scripture, either in speech or writing, do not reject it but listen or read, and
accept whatever is compatible with the Catholic Faith, but forget the rest.

I observe that the Apostle is speaking about prophecy and writings concerning which it is not yet
clear whether they are good or bad and as such he does not wish that they be rejected unless they
have been first examined; but when any writing has already been examined and it is clear that it is
bad, he certainly wants it to be rejected, and of this kind are all the writings which have been
forbidden to us; for they have been tested, that is, all have been examined and then rejected because
they have been found bad.

Then, although the Apostle is writing to the entire Church, nevertheless, he does not wish that
everything be done by everyone but by those who are competent and by whose office it is obligatory
on them; as when articles are sent to any University to be examined, it is not pertinent that all who
belong to the University examine them, but only the Masters or those whom they designate; so then,
when the Apostle orders that prophecies and interpretations of Scripture be examined, he certainly
does not want this to be done by a tailor or mason, but by Bishops and others whom the Bishops
employ.
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The employ another argument from the testimonies of four ancient Fathers: Dionysius of
Alexandria, Theophilus, also of Alexandria, St. Jerome and Gelasius; for Dionysius, as Eusebius
relates (in Book VII, Chapter 6 of his History) that when he was being reprehended for reading the
books of heretics, he had a vision in which it was said: “Read everything that comes into your hands,
for you will be able to weigh everything and test it.” Theophilus, also, when he was questioned over
his reading of Origen, replied (as Socrates relates, in Book VI, Chapter 15 of his History) that he
read in order that he might keep what was good and repudiate what was bad. St. Jerome, who was
considered most learned, in a letter to Alexander and Minerius, says that he reads the books of
heretics, in order that he might excerpt what was good, even though he knew that some were
complaining because he did.

Gelasius, in a book on the binding force of an anathema, wanting to prove that the Council of
Chalcedon can selectively accept and reject, adduces the example of the books of heretics which are
partly accepted and partly rejected, and refers to the [Apostle’s] counsel: “Examine everything and
retain what is good.”

On this last point, I observe that the example of Gelasius consists in this, that in the Council of
Chalcedon certain things were [found] good and some things, evil; and that some things should be
accepted while other things should be rejected; so, too, in the books of heretics: but he does not
intend to say that the books themselves of heretics may be accepted, because of the mixture of good
and bad in them,; for there is one rationale for the acceptance by the Council of holy Church Fathers
[in which good points and bad are weighed and the good retained], and another rationale relating to
the books of heretics, as we have discussed, even though the truth itself inserted into those books is
good and should be accepted, provided it is found elsewhere; the words of Gelasius are these: “Are
not many things read in the books of heretics which are true? Should, then, the truth be rejected
because the books of those in whom perversity is present are rejected? Or should their perverse
books be accepted because there is undeniable truth contained in them?”

In general, I comment: from these citations one can conclude that there was always a custom in the
Church of avoiding the reading of the books of heretics, otherwise no one would have criticized
those Fathers. Secondly, that the reading of the books of heretics was always allowed, and is now
permitted, to bishops and many others, and, therefore, it is not a matter of surprise if Dionysius and
Theophilus, who were Patriarchs, and St. Jerome who was always considered very learned, were able
on their own to read all books. Thirdly, I observe that there was perhaps no law of the universal
Church but only a custom concerning the avoidance of reading the books of heretics, except the
books of Arius; but now it is a law of the universal Church which must be obeyed.

CHAPTER 21

John Huss, in the recorded article 14 of the Council of Constance, session 15, asserted that it is not
permitted to hand over an incorrigible heretic to the secular power and to allow the penalty of
burning. Luther held the same in article 33 and its assertion. Nor is the error new, for the Donatists
also taught the same, like Parmenianus, Petilianus, and Gaudentius (as Augustine testifies, in Book 1
against the letter of Parmenianus, in Chapter 7, Book II against the Letters of Petilianus, in Chapter
10 of Book 11, against the letter of Gaudentius, and in Chapters 17 and 26 of his Letter 50 to
Boniface.)
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All Catholics teach the contrary, and even some of the heretics. For Calvin, after he had publicly
punished as a heretic Michael Servetus with the ultimate penalty, and after it was debated by other
sectarians, published a book in which he demonstrates that it is permissible to take notice of heretics
with a sword. Also Benedict Aretus, in a history of the punishment of Valentius Gentilis, argues that
the same Gentilis was rightly punished by the Magistrate Bernensis. Theodore Beza, indeed, teaches
the same, at greater length, in a book on the punishment of heretics by a magistrate.

We, then, will briefly show that incorrigible heretics, and especially recidivists, can and should be
expelled by the Church and be punished by the secular powers with temporal punishments and even
by death itself.

The first proof is from Scripture: The Scripture of the Old Testament (in Deuteronomy XIII, 12)
commands most severely that false prophets who encourage the worship of false gods be put to
death, and in Chapter XVII, after saying that in doubtful cases the High Priest should be consulted,
soon adds: “If the person is haughty, however, and is unwilling to obey the command of the High
Priest, let him die by the sentence of the judge. (Deuteronomy XVII, 12). And, again, in Chapter
XVIII, the false prophet is sentenced to be killed. And, in reality, Elias (or Elijah), Josias (Josiah),
Jehu, and others observed this law by killing a great many false prophets, as is clear from III Kings,
XVIII, and IV Kings, X and XXIII, there is almost no difference between our heretics and the false
prophets of those days. Nor did only the holy Kings and Prophets punish blasphemers with death,
but even Nabuchodonosor [now more often spelled Nebuchadnezzat], as is said in Daniel 111,
promulgated an edict, that whoever should blaspheme the God of Daniel, that is, the true God,
should be put to death and his home be destroyed; in the same edict, he performed a most worthy
service to the True God, as St. Augustine remarks in his Epistle 50 and elsewhere. In the New
Testament, in Matthew XVIII, we find that the Church can excommunicate and treat as aliens and
tax-gatherers those who refuse to obey and to allow them to be treated by the secular powers as no
longer children of the Church. We have, then, in Romans XIII, 4, that the secular power can punish
criminals with sword: “It is not without purpose that the ruler carries a sword; he is God’s servant,
to inflict His avenging wrath upon the wrongdoer.” From these two scriptural passages, it can be
clearly inferred that it is permissible that heretics, who by the judgment of all are rebels against the
Church and disturbers of public peace, be cut off from the Church and be punished with death by a
secular judge.

Moreover, Christ and His Apostles have placed heretics in the same category as those matters that
can be disposed of, without question, by fire and sword; for in Matthew VII the Lord says: “Be on
your guard against false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but underneath are wolves
on the prowl.” In Acts 20: 29: “I know that when I am gone, savage wolves will come among you
who will not spare the flock.” It is certain that heretics ought to be known by the title of “wolves,”
as St. Ambrose explains in his commentary on the beginning of Chapter X of St. Luke. But ravenous
wolves are killed for an excellent reason, if they cannot otherwise be driven away; for much more
should be made of the lives of the sheep than of the deaths of wolves. Likewise, in John X, 1:
“Truly, I assure you: Whoever does not enter the sheepfold through the gate but climbs in some
other way is a thief and a marauder.” Under the name of thief and marauder heretics are meant, and
all subversives and founders of sects, as Chrysostom and Augustine explain; how thieves and
marauders should be punished has been explained. Likewise, in II Timothy, II, heresy is compared
to a cancer which is not cured by medications but should be excised with a knife, otherwise it will
spread progressively and the whole body will be destroyed. Finally, Christ, in John, Chapter II, using
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a whip forces the merchants to leave the temple. Peter, in Acts V, killed Ananias and Sapphira
because they had presumed to lie to the Holy Spirit; and Paul, in Acts XIII, vs. 6-12, struck with
blindness the false prophet who was trying to keep Sergius Paulus, the Roman proconsular
governor, from the Faith.

The matter is proved, secondly, from the sentences and laws of the Emperors which the Church
regularly approved. The Emperor Constantine the First sent into exile Arius and some companions
at the request of the Nicene Synod, as the author Sozomenus notes in Book I, Chapter 20 of his
History; likewise, he imposed the penalty of death on the Donatists, as Augustine reports in Book I,
in a letter opposed to Parmenianus, Chapter 7, and in Epistle 1606, to the Donatists, wherein he
enumerates many excellent Emperors who passed many very severe laws against the heretics, and
only one, Julian the Apostate, favored heretics.

Then Theodosius, Valentinianus, Martianus, and other very religious Emperors passed laws against
heretics by which, on occasion, they sought to punish by fines of pounds of gold, sometimes by
confiscation of all their goods, sometimes by exile and scourging, sometimes by imposing the
ultimate penalty, as is clear from “C. de hereticis, L. Nanichaeos, L. Ariani, L. Quicumque.” by the
last of these laws, which is one of Valentinian and Martian, all are to be put to death who attempt to
teach perverse doctrine; those, also, who listen to these teachers are punished by fines of some
pounds of gold. Justinian, as recorded by Paul the Deacon in Book XVI, by a promulgated law,
banished all heretics beyond the boundaries of the entire Empire, while allowing three months for
their conversion; later, the Emperor Michael, as is related in Book XXIV of the same Paul the
Deacon, established the capital punishment for heretics.

A third proof is had in the laws of the Church: under the headings, “Ad abolendum,”
“Excommunicamus, extra de hereticis,” and in “Sexto de hereticis” in the chapter ahead of it, the
Church defines that incorrigible heretics are to be handed over to the secular power, so that they
may be punished in a just manner. Likewise, the Council of Constance, in session XV, condemned
the opinion of John Huss; and it handed over the same John and Jerome of Prague to the secular
power, by whom the two were burned; finally, Leo the Tenth condemned the articles of Luther.

A fourth proof is had in the testimonies of the Fathers. Cyprian, in a book of exhortation on
martyrdom, in Chapter 5, after he had recalled from Deuteronomy XIII, that pseudoprophets
should be killed, he added, “If this was done under the Old Testament, much motre should it be
done under the New.”

Jerome, in reference to the text in Galatians, Chapter 5, “A little yeast can effect the entire dough,”
(v. 9) says: “as soon as a spark appears, it should be extinguished, and yeast close to a batch should
be removed; spoiled meat should be cut away, and a scabby animal should be driven from a
sheepfold, lest the whole house, or mass, or body, or herd burn, be corrupted, spoil, or perish. Arius
was one spark, but since he was not immediately extinguished, the whole earth was affected by his
flame.”

Augustine, in Book II of his Retractions, Chapter 5, and in Epistles 48 and 50, retracts what he had
once thought, that heretics should not be forced to believe, and proves at length that it is very
useful; he always rules out the punishment of death, not because he thought they did not deserve
this, but both because he judged that this was unbecoming the gentleness of the Church and also
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because no imperial law was in existence, by which heretics were sentenced to death; for the Law,
“Quicumque, C. de hereticis,” was promulgated a little after the death of Augustine.

That, however, Augustine judged it to be just, if heretics were put to death, is beyond question; for,
in Book 1, in opposition to the letter of Parmenianus, in Chapter 7, he demonstrates that if the
Donatists were punished by death, they would be justly so punished. And in tract 11, on John:
“They kill souls, he says, and are afflicted in the body, those who bring about eternal deaths
complain that they suffer temporal deaths,” by which he says they falsely complain that they are
killed by Emperors; nevertheless, even if this were true, they would be complaining unjustly. Finally,
in his Letter 50, to Boniface, he writes that the Church does not want any heretic to be put to death:
nevertheless, as the House of David could not enjoy peace unless Absalom were done away with
and David was consoled by the peace of his realm in his grief over the death of his son: so when,
from the laws of Emperors against heretics, the deaths of some follow, the sorrow of the maternal
heart of the Church is assuaged by the deliverance of a multitude of people.

St. Leo, in Letter 91, to Turbius, Chapter 1: “Deservedly,” he wrote, “our Fathers, in whose time
this nefarious heresy broke out throughout the wotld, acted immediately to drive out the unholy
madness from the universal Church; when, also, the Rulers of the world so detested this sacrilegious
madness, that they destroyed its author and many of his disciples by the sword of public law; and
this interference with Ecclesiastical lenience, which, although content with a judgment that fled from
bloody punishments, was nevertheless helped by the severe laws of Christian Rulers, while they who
fear corporal punishment sometimes revert to a spiritual remedy.” Optatus Milevitanus, in Book 111,
in replying to the calumnies of heretics who were sorrowful over the death of two of theirs killed by
the Prefect Macarius: “You see,” he wrote, “that similar things were done by Moses, and Phineas,
and Elias, and Macharia, because the punishment of the One God emanates from all of them.”

St. Gregory, in Book I, Letter 72, to Gennadius, the Exarch of Africa, praises him because he
persecuted heretics with weapons, and he urges him to continue.

St. Bernard in Sermon 66, on the Canticle: ““They without doubt would be better coerced by the
sword of him who, not without cause, carries the sword, than that they be allowed to draw many
into their error; for he is a servant of the Lord and vindicator of wrath against him who does evil.
Some marvel that they were not only patiently but joyfully led to death, but they scarcely recognize
how great is the power of the Devil, not only over the bodies of men but even over their hearts,
once he has been allowed to possess them. Is it not better for a man to take himself in hand, than
for him willingly to accept force from another.”

There is, finally, a proof from reason. First, heretics can be justly excommunicated, as all admit.
Therefore, that they [may be] put to death. The consequence is proved from the fact that
excommunication is a greater penalty than temporal death. Augustine, in Book I, contra advers.
Legis et Prophetarum [against the adversaries of the Law and the Prophets], Chapter 17, says it is
more terrible to be given over to Satan through excommunication, than to be struck down by the
sword, be consumed by flames, or exposed to being devoured by animals.

Secondly, experience teaches that there is no other remedy; for the Church proceeded gradually, and

tried all remedies; first, it fines, then exile, finally, it was driven to the penalty of death; for the
heretics show contempt for excommunication and call them “cold thunderbolts;” if you threaten the
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penalty of fines, they neither fear God nor revere men, since they know that ignorant people will be
found who will believe them and feed them. If you confine them to prison or send them into exile,
they will corrupt their neighbors with their speech and those who are far away with their books.
Therefore, there is only one remedy, send them timely to their place.

Thirdly, forgers, in the judgment of all, deserve death; but heretics are forgers of the Word of God.

Fourthly, by the reasoning of Augustine, in Letter 50, it is more serious for man to fail to keep faith
with God, than for a women not to keep faith with a man, but this is punished by death, why not
the former?

Fifthly, there are three reasons why, as reason teaches, men are to be put to death, as Galen
cloquently teaches in a book whose title is: ““That the habits of the soul imitate the temperaments of
the body,” toward the end of the book.

The first reason is, Lest the evil injure the good, or the innocent be abused by the injurious, in the
judgment of all, all are to be executed who are guilty of homicide, adultery, or robbery. The second
reason is: That, by the punishment of the few, the many may be corrected: and that those who are
unwilling to help society by living may benefit it by dying. And hence, we also see that, in the
opinion of all, certain most horrendous crimes are most justly punished by death, even though they
do no injury to the neighbor, except by example: crimes like Necromancy, crimes that are
abominable and contrary to nature are, therefore, most severely punished, in order that others may
know they are monstrous crimes and should not dare to perpetrate the like. Thirdly, because to the
very men who are killed it is beneficial to be killed, when, namely, they are becoming ever worse and
it is not probable that they will ever revert to sanity of mind.

All these reasons are persuasive that heretics should be put to death; for, in the first place, they
injure the neighbor more seriously than any pirate or robber, since they kill souls; even worse, they
take away the foundation for all good and fill the state with the upheavals that inevitably result from
the diversity of religions.

CHAPTER 22

It remains to resolve the arguments of Luther and other heretics. The first argument is from the
experience of the whole Church: “The Church,” says Luther, “from its beginning up to now burned
no heretic.” Therefore, it does not seem to be the will of the Spirit that they be burned.

This argument proves not the opinion but the ignorance of Luther; for, since nearly an infinite
number were either burned or otherwise put death, Luther is either ignorant of this fact and is
therefore uninformed, or he knew of it and shows he is boldly lying; that heretics have often been
burned by the Church can be shown, if we give a few examples of the many. The heresiarch
Priscillian, along with his associates, were put to death by Maximus, the Christian Emperor, as St.
Jerome, in a book on illustrious men testifies, and Optatus recalls the Donatists that were put to
death, in Book 111, “Contra Parmenianus.”
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A certain Basil the Magician (Spiritualist), and therefore a heretic (for there are scarcely any
magicians (spiritualists), was put to death by a Christian, and Catholic, people, as St. Gregory
testifies, in Book I, of the Dialogues, Chapter 4.

Again, another Basil, the author of the Heresy of the Bogomilori was publicly burned by the
Emperor Alexis Comnenus, as Zonaras writes in the Life of Alexis.

At the time of St. Bernard, that heretics were given the ultimate punishment, he himself testifies, in
Sermon 66, on the Canticles. In the times of Innocent the Third, there were, on one occasion, 180
Albigensian heretics burned at the same time, after St. Dominic had previously convinced and
converted many of their companions. St. Anthony writes about the whole occasion in Part III, Title
19, Chapter I, paragraph 4, of his History.

And, that I may pass over an infinite number of other instances, John Huss, and Jerome of Prague,
at the time of the Council of Constance were burned by the Emperor Sigismund.

Luther replies to this last example: “I speak of heretics, but Huss and the Praegueite [Jerome of
Prague] were not heretics.” To the contrary! At least Priscillian and Bogomiles, and the Albigenses
were heretics. And John Huss, both for us Catholics, and for Luther himself, was a heretic; that he
was for us, is well known; that he was for Luther is proved by the fact that Luther, in his book
written against the King of England, asserts that it is impious and blasphemous to deny that there is
true bread; and that it is devout and Catholic to deny the conversion of the bread into the Body. But
John Huss, up to his death, was of the contrary opinion, and protested that he died in that faith,
believing most firmly in the conversion of the bread.

A Second Argument: From experience it is shown that there is no benefit from the use of terror. I
reply, experience points to the contrary: For the Donatists, the Manichaeans, and Albigensians were
by military action disbanded and made extinct. Likewise Augustine testifies that very many in his
time were converted out of fear of punishment.

A Third Argument: The Church tolerates Jews. Why not heretics? I reply, first, Jews have never
accepted the Christian Faith but heretics have accepted it. The Jews are devoted to a religion which
God instituted to exist at least for a period. Heretics have a religion which the Devil invented.
Thirdly, the sect of the Jews is useful, because in their books are the prophecies relating to matters
that concern us, and their ceremonies are types of our mysteries, and from this we can prove to the
nations that these prophecies are not fictitious, since they are preserved by our enemies; finally, the
Jews do not, in general, attempt to convert Christians, as the heretics do. Consult the Fourth
Council of Toledo, canons 55 and 56, and Augustine, on Psalm LIX. Likewise, Bernard, in Letter
322, “ad Spirenses,” and 323, “to the Bishop of Mainz.”

A Fourth Argument, from Isaiah II, 4: “They shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their
spears into pruning hooks.” I reply that it is not to the point, for, as St. Jerome explains, the Prophet
is describing the time of the coming of the Messiah, and says it will be a time of profound peace, so
that men will refashion their weapons into agricultural tools, and will no longer be engaged, that is,
for a long time, in war; this time, moreover, was fulfilled at Christ’s birth; for never had there been
world-wide peace as general and lasting as in the time of Augustus. Hence, if it is true that there will
be no future wars in the Church, as Luther concludes from this Scriptural citation, it will be manifest
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that the Church does not exist among the Lutherans, who, both among themselves and against
Catholics, have incited the most severe of wars, such as that fought against Charles the Fifth, in
which the Duke of Saxony (and Landgrave) was captured.

A Fifth Argument, from Isaiah XI, 9: “There shall be no harm nor ruin on all my holy mountain...”
I reply, the argument tells against Luther himself, for the Prophet does not say that Catholics will
not kill heretics but, rather to the contrary, that heretics shall not kill nor injure Catholics, for the
Prophet speaks of lions, and bears, and serpents, “regulis” [?], and other poisonous beasts, of which
he had said, “The baby shall play by the cobra’s den, and the child lay his hand on the adder’s lair.”
By these beasts, the Devil, and his ministers, the heretics, are meant, as Jerome and Cyril explain: It
says that they shall not injure nor kill in all the Church; for, although heretics seem to injure the
Church, in reality they do not injure but alert the Church and cause it to advance in wisdom and
patience.

A Sixth Argument, from Matthew XVIII. The Lord declared that heretics should be looked upon as
gentiles and tax-gatherers, not that they should be burned. And Paul, in his Letter to Titus, Chapter
I11, orders that a heretic be avoided, not killed. I reply that Christ, indeed, (and Paul), in this citation,
did not order, but neither did He forbid, that heretics by burned; and consequently, nothing can be
deduced from this text. And this is the solution that Luther himself was accustomed to apply; for, in
Book 11, “contra Carolstadium,” objecting to “Carolstad”, that it [or he] should call “Sacraments”
what Christ had not commanded to be so called. Moreover, Christ, and Paul, never order that
adulterers and forgers be killed, that thieves be hung, that robbers be burned, and nevertheless this is
done, and rightly done, nor does Luther dare to deny this.

A Seventh Argument: St. Martin in the sacred history of Sulpicius, Book II, strongly argues against
the Bishops Idacius and Ithacius who had obtained from the Emperor the death of the heretic
Priscillian: and, in the same place, and for the same reason, Sulpicius accuses the same individuals of
a great crime.

I reply, for two reasons those Bishops were deservedly reproached: For Priscillian, accused before
the Council, appealed from the Council to the Emperor, and this the Bishops allowed; and for this
reason, says St. Martin, there is a new and unheard of violation of divine law, that a secular judge
should [be allowed to] adjudicate a Church matter. Secondly, because those Bishops had undertaken
the role of accusers in a capital offense; for, although it is the right of Bishops to excommunicate
heretics, and turn them over to a secular judge, and even urge the judges to perform their duty, it is
not, however, becoming that the Bishop act as the accuser. That, however, Sulpicius thought that
Priscillian and his companions were justly executed, is clear from those words of his: “In this
manner, men unworthy of the light by their deplorable example were put to death.”

An Fighth Argument, from I Cor. XI, 19: “There may even have to be factions among you for the
tried and true to stand out clearly;” therefore, they should not be uprooted. I reply that the meaning
of that text is, that given the malice of the Devil, who always sows heresies, and given the corrupt
nature of human beings, and, finally, given the Divine permission, it is inevitable that heresies be
found in the world; as we say, it is common that some bad growths be found in a garden and, as the
Lord says: “It is inevitable that scandals occur.” (Matthew, XVIII, 4) Consequently, the Apostle does
not command that we sow heresies, or that we should not, if we are able, uproot them, but he
simply predicts that which will always occur in the world: so we try with all our might to remove
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scandals and uproot weeds from the garden, even though we know that all scandals will never be
removed.

A Ninth Argument: In Luke, IX, v. 55: The Lord said to the disciples who wanted to call down fire
on the Samaritans: “You do not know of whose Spirit you are.” I reply: First of all, there is the
greatest imaginable difference between those Samaritans and heretics; for the former never promised
that they would remain faithful to the Religion of Christ, but it was, on that occasion, only offered to
them and, therefore, they were not to be pressured. But heretics had professed and promised they
would keep the Faith of Christ and are, therefore, to be pressured. Then, too, James and John
wished, not out of zeal for souls but from a love of vengeance, that the Samaritans be burned, and
therefore they are deservedly reproved. The Church, truly, out of zeal for the souls that heretics
pervert, persecutes them, by the same zeal that Christ twice drove from the Temple, with a whip,
those selling sheep and cattle: “And” (in John II, v. 15) he “knocked over the money-changers
tables, spilling their coins.” (Cf., also, Matthew 21: 12-13) Paul handed over an incestuous man “to
Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the Day of the Lord.” [Cf. I
Cor. 5: 1-5] I will pass over Moses, Phineas, Elijah, Mathathias, and others who killed many [enemies
of the God of revelation].

A Tenth Argument, from Matthew XIII: “Let them grow together until the harvest; then, at harvest
time, I will order the harvesters, ‘First collect the weeds and bundle them up to burn, then gather the
wheat into my barn.”” Here the Lord openly speaks of heretics and forbids that they be killed, as
Chrysostom, in explaining this text, says; as; also, Cyprian (in Book III, Letter 3, “to Maximus and
Urbanus”) in speaking of this parable, says, only to the Lord was it granted to break earthen vases or
uproot weeds.

I reply, by the metaphor of weeds not only heretics are meant but all evil men, as is clear from the
explanation of the Lord Himself, for he says: “The good seed are the children of the Kingdom, the
weeds are offspring of the Evil One.” And, further on, He says, “As weeds are gathered up and
burnt, so it will be at the consummation of the world: the Son of Man will send His angels and they
will gather up from His Kingdom all the scandalous, and those who do evil, and they will throw
them into the furnace of fire.” When, however, the Lord forbids that the wicked be uprooted, He
does not forbid that this or that person be killed, but, rather, He forbids that those who are good
should attempt to uproot all evil persons whoever and permit no evil person at all, for this could not
be done without a vast destruction of those who are good, and this is what the Lord intends, lest
perhaps the wheat be uprooted with the rest. Therefore, the parable is a general one, and He merely
teaches that it will never happen before the end of the world that all the evil will be eradicated.

Since, however, the question is either about heretics, or about thieves or other sinners, whether they
are to be extirpated, it should always be taken into consideration, in the thinking of the Lord,
whether it could be done without harm resulting to good people; and if indeed this can happen, then
without doubt they should be uprooted; if, however, they cannot, either because they are not
sufficiently understood and there is danger that the innocent be confused with the evil, or the
harmful are stronger than us, and the danger is that if we go to war with them more of us will perish
than of them, then there must be caution. In this manner, Augustine replies (in Book 111, in
refutation of the Letter of Parmenides, Chapter 2) in explanation of this Scriptural location which
was presented as an objection by the Donatists. Nor does St. John Chrysostom teach differently, as
is clear from these words: “The Lord forbids that weeds be uprooted, lest perhaps, along with the
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weeds, they root up also tendrils of wheat; for if heretics were destroyed, an atrocious and indecisive
war would be introduced into the world.” In addition, Cyprian understands the same parable as
referring not to heretics but to bad Christians, nor does it so much prohibit that the abominable be
killed as to say that it is only within the power of the Lord to discriminate the evil from the good
and to eliminate altogether the weeds from the grain.

An Fleventh Argument, from John VI, 66-67, when many of his disciples broke away from his
company, the Lord said, “Do you want to leave me, too?” So also the Church should do.

I reply: I deny the conclusion. First, because they had not obliged themselves to remain, as the
heretics have obliged themselves to do by Baptism. Secondly, it was fitting that Christ, who had
come to be judged, not to judge, should not Himself take revenge for the injuries He suffered but
should leave them to His spiritual children to vindicate; we have an example of this kind in David:
So long as he lived, he did not wish Shimei to be executed, but, nevertheless, at death, he
commanded Solomon that he should not leave that sin unpunished. (I Kings, II: 8-9)

A Twelfth Argument: Faith is a gift of God. No one, therefore, can be compelled to have it. I reply,
it is a gift of God is such a way that it is also an act of the free will; otherwise, chastity and the other
virtues are gifts of God, but nevertheless, the following are rightly punished: adulterers, murderers,
thieves, and they are driven to live chastely and justly. Wisdom, also, is a gift of God, and,
nevertheless, it is written in Proverbs XXIX, v. 15, “The rod of correction gives wisdom...” Finally,
Faith is a gift of God, but God preserves it in various ways, of which one is by correction.

A Thirteenth Argument: God conferred on the Church the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of
God, but not a sword of iron; moreover, He said to Peter who wanted to defend Him with a sword
of iron: “Put your sword back in its sheath.” (John 18: 11)

I reply: The Church, just as it has both Eccesiastical and Secular Princes, who are like two arms of
the Church, so also it has two swords, both spiritual and material, and therefore, when the right
hand could not convert a heretic with a spiritual sword, it invokes the help of the left hand, that it
may coerce heretics with an iron sword, and perhaps the Lord indicated this when He prohibited
Peter, who was to be the future Prince of all Ecclesiastics, to use a sword of iron.

St. Bernard, in Book IV of De Consideratione; “Why do you again try to take up the sword, which
you were once ordered to place in its sheath? Those, nevertheless, who deny what is yours, do not
seem to pay sufficient attention to the Word of the Lord, as He says, “Return your sword to its
sheath;” yours, therefore, and perhaps at your discretion, even if it should not be unsheathed by
your hand. Otherwise, if it in no way belonged to you, why, when the Apostles said “Look, here are
two swords,” should the Lord have said, “That is enough,” instead of, “That is too much.” Both,
therefore, belong to the Church, not only the spiritual sword but also the material, but the latter to
be used on behalf of the Church, and the former to be used by the Church: the material sword
wielded by the military, but at the discretion of the Church and the order of the Emperor.” So far,
Bernard. Nevertheless, he could say with greater brevity, that the LLord merely prohibited the use of
the sword by private authority; for at that time, Peter was not yet the Supreme Pontiff but only one
of the disciples.
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A Fourteenth Argument. The Church does not spare the heretic except once. The Apostle, however,
in his Letter to Titus, Chapter I11, v. 10, orders that twice at least, a warning be given to heretics.

I reply, that although, now, both the Latin and the Greek codices consistently have “After one and a
second correction,” formerly both, in whatever Greek and Latin, there was only: “after one
correction, avoid etc.;” this is clear from Irenaeus, Book III, Chapter 3, from Tertullian, “de
Prescripto,” from Cyprian, Book III, “ad Quirinum,” Chapter 78, from Ambrose and Jerome, on
this text of the Apostle. Therefore, it is uncertain which is the true reading. I say further, on this
place in the Apostle, which St. Jerome more favors in accord with our reading, and he adds that it
was morte pleasing to St. Athanasius; therefore, I judge that the Apostle is not speaking of a pardon
that should be given to a converted heretic, but of an admonition which is given before a heretic
should be excommunicated by the sentence of a judge: This procedure, however, the Church
observes not only in the case of heretics but also in all others whom it excommunicates, for always,
it first gives at least two admonitions.

A Fifteenth Argument: Heretics are outside the Church: “What business is it of mine to judge
outsiders?” (I Cor. V: 12) I reply: They are outside the Church, but with a debt and an obligation of
remaining in it, and, therefore, they can be forced to return, just as we force sheep, when they have
fled the flock.

A Sixteenth Argument: It seems to be incompatible with the clemency of the Church to seem to will
the death of heretics.

I reply: It is not contrary to the clemency of the Church, because it is obliged to have compassion
for its children, and, therefore it would be very unkind and cruel, if it preferred to spare the wolves
rather than the sheep. Secondly, because the Church has first tried all other means, before it could
be brought to inflict the ultimate punishment; for, at the start, as we said above, it merely
excommunicated, then, seeing that this was insufficient, it added the penalty of a fine, then the
confiscation of all possessions; afterwards, exile; then, it comes down to this, as is manifest from the
various laws of the more ancient Emperors, in the Codex, under the title, “heretics.”

A Seventeenth Argument: Faith is a free act. I reply, that “free” can be taken in two senses. In one
sense, “free” from obligation, as we say that one is “free” to make a vow of chastity, or to enter
religious life; but one is not free to break one’s vow or to become a fugitive from religious life; and
in this sense, the Faith, for those who have never accepted it, is free from any obligation in human
law but not in divine law; and, therefore, men use no force; still, God will punish. But, in the case of
those who have professed faith at Baptism, there is no freedom from obligation, neither by human
law nor by divine law, and, therefore, men use sanctions to promote conformity. In a second sense,
“free” is taken in distinction to “compulsion,” and in this sense, one is free not to believe, just as he
is free to commit other sins, but this freedom does not prohibit that men who are evil-doers be
punished. Even more, it is imperative that they be punished, for if one is free to believe or not to
believe, therefore, one could have believed and remained in the Church, as he should have; because
he did not, he is deservedly punished: so replies St. Augustine, in a Fiftieth Letter to Boniface, and in
Book 1II, in refutation of a letter of Gaudentius, in Chapter 11: “Free will has been given to man,” he
writes, “so that, if he does evil, he should suffer evil.”
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An Fighteenth Argument: Never did the Apostles call upon the secular arm. St. Augustine replies (in
Letter 50, and elsewhere) that the Apostles never did that, because then there was no Christian Ruler
they could call upon. For, at that time, the words of the Psalm (II, 2 & 10) were verified: “The kings
of the earth, and the princes conspire together against the Lord and against His anointed.” (v. 2)
And after the time of Constantine, that began to be verified which is written later in the same Psalm:
“And now, O kings, give heed; take warning, you rulers of the earth: Serve the Lord with fear, and
rejoice before Him; with trembling pay homage to him...” (vs. 10-12) Soon the Church implored
the help of the secular arm.
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